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Call us today 254-939-3785
103 North Main Street | Belton, TX

“Your Neighborhood Tire Store, Downtown Belton”

NEED TIRES, 
  AUTO REPAIR?

www.jonesautomotive.net

Store Hours
M-F 7:30 a.m. 5:30 p.m.
Sat 8:00 a.m. 1:00 p.m.
Sun Closed 

“Your Neighborhood Tire Store, Downtown Belton”

NEED TIRES, NEED TIRES, 

Serving You in The Same 
Location Since 1950

Family Owned

Air Conditioning 
Batteries 
Belts
Brakes 
Computerized Alignment 
Computerized Engine 
Analysis

Cooling System 
CV & Drive Axle 
Engine Service
Exhaust 
National Accounts 
Oil Change
Shocks and Struts 

A to Z We Have You Covered!

NEED TIRES, NEED TIRES, 
  AUTO REPAIR?

 Years in the Same Location

  
State Inspection 
Tire Repair
Tire Rotation 
Towing 
Transmission Maintenance 
Wheel Balance 

NATIONAL 
ACCOUNT 
DRIVERS 
WELCOME

FIRESTONE CREDIT CARD
(6 months no interest with a purchase of $149 or more)

•

“Your Neighborhood Tire Store, Downtown Belton”“Your Neighborhood Tire Store, Downtown Belton”“Your Neighborhood Tire Store, Downtown Belton”“Your Neighborhood Tire Store, Downtown Belton”

https://www.jonesautomotive.net/
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I’d like to welcome you to 
Belton, the heart of Bell County.  
Whether you’re passing through, 
visiting a friend or considering 
this as your new home, I’m glad 
you’re taking the time to explore 
and read a bit more about us.  In 
this time of digital communities 
and greater distances between 
neighbors, I hope you will find 
an authentic community of great 
people while you explore.  I also 
hope you will take the time to 
explore our historic downtown, 
drive through this little corner 
of the hill country, and maybe 
even experience a little outdoors 
on our hike and bike trails or at 
one of our beautiful lakes.  While 
there are many stories to be expe-
rienced here in Belton, I hope we 
can all look up from our screens 
and stop relying on posting our 
pictures and memories in order 
to have truly experienced some-
thing.

Belton is an ideal location 
situated at a crossroads between 

Ft. Cavazos, 
Austin and 
Waco.  We’re 
not far from 
Dallas-Ft. Worth 
and San Antonio 
and we are nes-
tled between two 
awesome lakes 
– Lake Belton 
and Stillhouse Hollow Lake.  
Because of this central location, 
we have become a regional hub 
for education, healthcare and 
logistics.  The diverse economy 
is great for our residents, but 
our culture is what makes the 
difference.  This community of-
fers so many things for its visi-
tors and residents including live 
music, diverse restaurants, great 
schools, active churches and 
wonderful celebrations like our 
4th of July Parade and Rodeo.  

But my favorite place in 
Belton is our downtown.  Lo-
cated on the Nolan Creek and 
highlighted by our beautiful 

and historic Coun-
ty Courthouse, our 
downtown is a vi-
brant and active 
part of our commu-
nity.  It has become 
a place where small 
businesses are able 
to make their im-
pact and the people 

are able to gather in a safe and 
welcoming atmosphere.  I enjoy 
weekends where you can see 
young and old from a very di-
verse set of backgrounds gather 
together and share a common ex-
perience.  This place is a wonder-
ful canvas for creating communi-
ty and wonderful memories.

Belton is a melting pot of 
culture and people.  From de-
scendants of the first settlers to 
Texas to brought here during 
retirement or for new job op-
portunities, you will not find a 
greater representation of our true 
Texas Spirit: a community that is 
fiercely independent and fiercely 

loyal.  I’ve heard it said that you 
can define community as having 
at least 3 connections with anoth-
er person.  Using this definition, 
you would be in community with 
someone that you see at the cof-
fee shop, sit in the bleachers of a 
sporting event and possibly go to 
church with.  The quality of the 
community as a whole is one that 
offers as many meeting places 
for each of us to experience life 
together.  

I’ve found a lot of good 
places that appear to have com-
munity on the outside, but it is 
rare to actually experience it first-
hand.  At a minimum, I hope that 
you can see that we have a great 
community. . .but my hope for 
you, and for all of us, is that we 
get to experience it for ourselves. 
Belton is one of the best. It is a 
very welcoming and diverse 
community and we hope you can 
help make it even better.

Mayor’s Welcome

https://www.beltontexas.gov/government/city_council/index.php
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First United Methodist Church 
205 E. Third Ave., Belton

fumcbelton.org

Diane & Troy MillsDiane & Troy Mills
OwnersOwners

1818 W. Ave. M
Temple, TX

M-F 7:30a-6p
Sat. 7:30a-1p

791-TROY (8769)
721-0552

YOKOHAMAYOKOHAMA AUTHORIZED DEALER AUTHORIZED DEALER

Exhaust & Brake ShopExhaust & Brake Shop

Belton Area Chamber of Commerce – Better Together
The Belton Area Cham-

ber of Commerce supports and 
promotes our community in 
a variety of ways to make the 
Belton area a great place to live, 
work, shop, play, and raise a 
family. Through the promotion 
of business growth and provid-
ing opportunities for members 
to learn, lead and serve, the 
Chamber provides opportuni-
ties for its members to work to-
gether to make our community 
better and stronger.

“Better Together” is more 
than just a slogan for the Belton 
Area Chamber of Commerce. 
As a membership organization, 
our strength comes from the 
collective and coordinated ef-
forts of our members.

Working with our commu-
nity partners is a key focus for 
the Chamber. Through coordi-
nation with the City of Belton, 
Belton Economic Develop-
ment Corporation, Bell County, 
Belton ISD, Workforce Solu-
tions of Central Texas, Central 
Texas Council of Governments, 
Fort Cavazos, University of 
Mary Hardin-Baylor, Down-
town Belton Business Alliance, 
local VFWs and  American Le-
gion, elected officials, and other 
member organizations, we are 
better able to serve our grow-
ing community. These strategic 
partnerships are essential to 
coordinated efforts to promote 

economic growth and quality 
of life within the Belton area.

For both established busi-
nesses and those looking to 
open a new business in the 
Belton area, the Chamber pro-
vides a variety of resources and 
opportunities to connect and 
invest in the community. New 
businesses especially find the 
information, connections and 
opportunities available through 
the Chamber to be valuable in 
establishing themselves and ex-
panding their influence.

The Chamber actively 
promotes supporting local busi-
nesses through “Shop Local” 

campaigns. Locally owned 
small businesses are vital to the 
health and growth of our com-
munity, and the support our 
community provides to them 
is returned in numerous ways. 
The impact our local business-
es have on the quality of life we 
enjoy in the Belton area cannot 
be overstated.

An important role for the 
Chamber is in its ongoing ad-
vocacy for local small busi-
nesses, both through legislative 
avenues and through its efforts 
to inform and equip members 
with knowledge, resources and 
connections to impact rules and 

regulations. The Chamber pro-
vides timely and accurate in-
formation to members through 
regular emails, website and so-
cial media.

Perhaps the most wide-
ly recognized activity of the 
Belton Area Chamber of Com-
merce is the annual 4th of July 
Celebration, the largest event 
in our central Texas area with 
over 50,000 people enjoying 
the various events. The annual 
parade has been held for over 
100 years in Belton, and in-
cludes a variety of entries, in-
cluding floats, bands, military 
and community groups. The 
weeklong celebration kicks off 
with a Downtown Street Party 
and Concert and includes other 
events, such as the Festival on 
Nolan Creek, Carnival, Back-
yard Party at Schoepf’s Concert 
and Fireworks and three-day 
PRCA & WPRA Rodeo at Ca-
dence Bank Center. USA Today 
has recognized Belton as one of 
the top 10 places in the nation 
to celebrate the 4th of July.

The Chamber serves as an 
advocate and resource in five 
strategic areas: Workforce De-
velopment, Economic Devel-
opment, Leadership Develop-
ment, Marketing and Business 
Development and Networking 
Development. The Chamber 

See BETTER TOGETHER, 
Page 12

https://www.fumcbelton.org/
https://www.facebook.com/troysautocare/
https://www.beltonchamber.com/
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Better Together  -  From Page 11
has several programs in place to improve 
the growth and development of the Cham-
ber, as well as providing opportunities to 
connect and serve in the Belton communi-
ty. These programs include Ambassadors, 
Leadership Belton, Mentor Belton, Busi-
ness After-Hours, Chamber Coffee Con-
nection (C3), Legislative/Governmental 
Affairs, and Military Relations Committee.

The Ambassadors program provides 
opportunities for members to be actively 
involved in welcoming new members with 
ribbon cuttings and other celebrations. 
They represent the Chamber in connecting 
with our members and in hosting the annu-
al awards banquet.

The Leadership Belton program is a 
year-long leadership training experience 
providing participants opportunities to 
learn about and connect with the com-
munity. The program meets one day per 
month focusing on a different aspect of 
the community, including Social Services, 
Education, Healthcare, Economic Devel-
opment, City and County Government, 
State Government – Day at the Capitol, 
Fort Cavazos, Recreation/Quality of Life 

and more. Mentor Belton is a program 
pairing UMHB students with mentors in 
the community to promote workforce de-
velopment.

Networking opportunities provide op-
portunities to connect and with others with-
in our business community.

Business After-Hours is a monthly 
event designed for members to gather in a 
social setting for networking and to meet 
new members. This event also provides an 
opportunity for the host organizations to 
showcase their business.

Chamber Coffee Connection (C3) is a 
Chamber event geared toward all members 
and potential members who are interested 
in learning about member organizations or 
specific programs in our community. Of-
ten, a non-profit organization is featured.

The Chamber is actively engaged in 
legislative and governmental affairs, host-
ing legislative updates and providing in-
formation to citizens about notable issues, 
including a monthly interaction with State 
Representative Hugh Shine. The Chamber 
is an active advocate for its members and 
business community.

Our Military Relations Committee 
serves as the focus of coordination for 
our outreach, not only to neighboring Fort 
Cavazos, but also to military families living 
in our community. The Military Relations 
Committee has sponsored several specific 
programs including Adopt-a-Unit, Belton 
Area Military Spouse Support (BAMSS), 
and Single Soldier Care Packets.

The Chamber also sponsors the Patriot 
Way Brick Walk along Central Avenue in 
Downtown Belton providing an opportuni-
ty to honor those who have served in our 
armed forces with engraved bricks. In ad-
dition to the engraved bricks, story boards 
are located along the walkway to share 
the story of our local heroes. Special cer-
emonies for Memorial Day and Veterans 
Day are held to honor those who have had 
bricks added each year.

The Belton Area Chamber of Com-
merce is here to serve our business com-
munity through advocacy, collaboration, 
engagement, support, and networking. For 
more information about Chamber projects, 
activities and services, please call (254) 
939-3551 or visit beltonchamber.com.

https://www.bellcountymuseum.org/
https://www.beltonchamber.com/
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• WINDOW COVERINGS
• FLOORING
• CABINETS
• COUNTERTOPS
• KITCHEN & BATH
  REMODELS
• AND MORE

Jesse & Brenda Esparza - Owners

3103 SW HK Dodgen Loop,Temple

254.773.9890
www.GDCtexas.com

One Destination For All Your
Home Design Projects.

REMODELING
AND REPAIR

INTERIOR
DECORATING

HOME WINDOW
TREATMENTS
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Thank You For Voting Us The Best
A/C Business In the Belton Area!

254-877-2628
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www.gdctexas.com
www.bellaircond.com
https://bellcountytx.com/
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https://www.subway.com/en-us
www.bisd.net
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FULL SERVICE REPAIR 
254.939.7100 

int-motors.com 
3050 Hwy. 190, Belto:n., 'TX 76513 

I VISA I 

KIRK, MANAGER

• CARS • SUV’S • TRUCKS • RV’S

• Screen Printing & Graphics

• T-Shirts • Fleece • Active Wear

• Direct to Garment Printing

• Photo Tees • Sport Shirts

redscustomtees.com
254-613-4718

105 Greenbriar • Belton

https://templewrecker.com/
https://www.redscustomtees.com/
https://www.internationalmotorsbelton.com/
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Government and Local services
The City of Belton has a Home Rule Charter that was adopted on May 7, 2005. 

The Belton City Council is composed of the Mayor and six council members elected from the city at large. The Council is 
responsible for enacting legislation, adopting budgets, appointing citizens to advisory boards, establishing and adopting city-

wide policies and appointing the city manager.
Council Members 

David K. Leigh, Mayor 
John Holmes, Mayor Pro Tern 
Craig Pearson, Councilmember 
Wayne Carpenter, Councilmember 
Stephanie O’Banion, Councilmember 
Daniel Bucher, Councilmember 

Belton City Hall 
 333 Water St. 
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 120 Belton, TX 76513 
 (254) 933-5818 

City Administration 
Sam Listi, City Manager 
 (254) 933-5818 
Amy Casey, City Clerk 
 (254) 933-5817 

Development Services 
Robert Van Til, Planning Director 
 (254) 933-5812 
Fax: (254) 933-5822 

Belton Economic Development Corporation 
Cynthia Hernandez, Executive Director
Ana V. Borchardt, Director of Business Expansion & 
Retention 
 2180 N. Main St., Ste. C1
 (254) 770-2270 
Fax: (254) 770-2279

 Finance Department 
Mike Rodgers, CPA, Finance Director 
Susan Allamon, Asst. Finance Director 
 100 S. Davis St. 
 (254) 933-5800 
Fax: (254) 933-5859 

Fire Department 
Jonathan Fontenot, Fire Chief
Tami Bliven, Admin. Assistant 

Central Fire Station  
203 S. Penelope St. 
Fire Station No. 2  420 Sparta Road 
 (254) 933-5881 

Police Department 
Larry Berg, Police Chief 
Debbie Smith, Office Manager 
 711 E. 2nd Ave.
 (254) 933-5844 

RU OK? Senior Program
 2509 N. Main Street 
 (254) 933-5897 

Municipal Court 
 100 S. Davis St. 
 (254) 933-5838

Human Resources 
Charlotte Walker, Director of Human Resources 
 100 S. Davis St.
 (254) 933-5803 

Public Works 
Matthew Bates, Director of Public Works 
 1502 Holland Rd. 
 (254) 933-5823 

Utilities 
Amanda Cox, Utility Billing Supervisor 
 100 S. Davis St.
Billing Department: (254) 933-5800 

Parks and Recreation 
 401 N. Alexander St.
 (254) 933-5860 

Lena Armstrong Public Library 
Kim Kroll, Director of Library Services 
 301 E. First Ave.
 (254) 933-5830 

Belton Senior Activity Center 
 842 S. Mitchell St. 
 (254) 939-1170

Belton Area Chamber of Commerce 
Randy Pittenger, President/CEO 
 412 E. Central Ave. 
 (254) 939-3551 

Post Office 
 111 N. Wall St. 
 (254) 939-2421 

Bell County Museum 
Coleman Hampton, Director 
 201 N. Main St.
 (254) 933-5243

Bell County Courthouse 
 101 E. Central Ave.
 (254) 939-3521

Bell County Justice Center 
 1201 Huey Dr. 
 (254) 939-3521 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Belton/Stillhouse Hollow Lake 

 3740 FM 1670   (254) 939-2461 

https://beltontexas.gov/departments/index.php
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2311 S PEARL ST, BELTON
vfwhtwpost4008.org

254-939-7159 Lic #1-74-6066507-2 

WED. AFTERNOONS 
Doors Open 11 a.m. Session Starts 12:30 p.m. 

FRIDAY EVENINGS 
Doors Open 4 p.m. Session Starts 6:30 p.m. 

SUNDAY AFTERNOONS  
Doors Open 4 p.m. Session Starts 5:30 p.m.

*We are now a Tobacco-Free Facility*
Including Bar Area

Belton Independent School District
Belton ISD is one of the fastest-growing 

public school districts in Texas, with new fami-
lies joining the Big Red Community each year. 
The district currently serves about 13,650 stu-
dents but expects to reach an enrollment near 
15,500 by 2027. The Big Red Community is 
committed to providing exceptional learning 
experiences for each and every student. The 
district’s 20 campuses are spread across 198.6 
square miles that include Belton, Morgan’s 
Point, part of Temple and unincorporated areas 
of Bell County. 

Belton High School and Lake Belton 
High School stand out for their award-winning 
extracurricular and career and technical edu-
cation programs, while Belton New Tech @
Waskow is a popular school of choice open to 

BISD students in grades 9-12.
Belton ISD has earned a reputation for 

academic excellence, innovative programs and 
an abundance of extracurricular opportunities. 
This year’s achievements include:

The newest BISD campus – James L. 
Burrell Elementary – which opened in January 
2024. Hubbard Branch Elementary, current-

ly under construction, will open in August of 
2024. 

1,400 students participated in Advanced 
Placement and 49 percent of our students who 
have taken the AP exams (779) scored a 3 or 
higher meaning that 265 students earned AP 
scholar distinctions.

BISD was one of only 17 districts accept-
ed to the Leadership Collaborative through 
the Holdsworth Center, a nonprofit focused 

See BISD, 
Page 18

https://www.vfwhtwpost4008.org/
https://www.bisd.net/
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on building leaders in public education. The 
Leadership Collaborative is designed to de-
velop aspiring principals. 

The BISD Board of Trustees advocat-
ed for an innovative and inclusive program 
called The Penguin Project. Last year, the 
first-ever collaboration with Belton ISD and 
The Penguin Project culminated in outstand-
ing performances of "Annie Jr." The Penguin 
Project productions are unique because all 
of the roles are filled by young artists with 
developmental disabilities. They are joined 
on stage by a dedicated group of "peer men-
tors'' who volunteer to work side-by-side with 

them through months of rehearsals and in the 
final performance. The collaboration with 
The Penguin Project was an idea championed 
by the Belton ISD Board of Trustees because 
it aligns with the district's Values & Beliefs, 
each and every student deserves exception-
al learning experiences according to their 
unique needs and passions. The 2024 spring 
performance will be “Finding Nemo Jr.”

Belton ISD believes parents are their 
child’s first and most important teachers. 
That’s why we invite parents to come along-
side our classroom teachers and staff. Parents 
are encouraged to volunteer at schools, en-

gage in district activities and stay informed 
about curriculum and learning opportunities.

In May 2022, voters approved a 
$173,825,000 bond to address growth, aging 
and evolving facilities, program equity, and 
safety and technology in Belton ISD. Admin-
istrators have been hard at work to make the 
promised projects a reality. Projects underway 
include the construction of two new elemen-
tary schools, additions and renovations at sev-
eral campuses, safety and security upgrades, 
and the purchase of new buses. To read more 
about the latest happenings in Belton ISD, 
visit www.bisd.net/news.

BISD  -  From Page 17

www.imaginebelton.com
https://www.bisd.net/
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BISD-Athletics 
By Clay Whittington
The Belton Journal

Belton ISD athletics has aspira-
tions of producing months and months 
of memorable moments this year. Re-
gardless of what happens, though, for-
getting 2023 will be difficult.Belton 
and Lake Belton experienced a wealth 
of success in 365 days in a variety of 
sports by advancing to the playoffs, 
earning awards, signing scholarships 
and delivering signature athletic feats.

And no single player commanded 
more attention than Broncos wide re-
ceiver Micah Hudson. The 
senior was the most 
coveted colle-
giate recruit in 
Lake Belton’s 
brief history, 
receiving offers 
from countless 
schools, includ-
ing powerhouse 
programs Texas, Alabama, Texas 
A&M, Georgia, Miami, LSU and Ohio 
State.

Hudson decided to continue his ca-
reer at Texas Tech, however, sending 
shockwaves across the college football 
landscape, and during his final season 
at Lake Belton, he proved worthy of 
the hype. Among the honors Hudson 
garnered, he was named 4-5A, Divi-
sion I All-District Most Valuable Play-
er for the second consecutive season 
after accounting for 1,400 total yards 
of offense, catching 70 passes for 1,353 
yards and 18 touchdowns to go with 
158 yards and another score rushing.

The showing propelled the Bron-
cos to a record of 8-3, 6-2 en route to 
returning to the playoffs, but it did not 
compare to the Tigers’ run. Belton (10-
2, 5-1 District 11-5A, Division II) only 
lost one game during the regular season 
to defend its outright district title, and 
while there was some concern about 
where each team would reside fol-

lowing the University Interscholastic 
League’s biennial reclassification and 
realignment, both will remain.Although 
the construction of each program’s dis-
trict will be altered when the official 
realignments are released in February, 
Lake Belton will stay in Class 5A, Di-
vision I and Belton will stay in Class 

5A, Divi-
sion II. 

T h e 
outcome 

allows plenty 
of other Belton 
ISD programs 
the opportunity 
to continue building as 
well.

Lake Belton freshman Kendrick 
Jones has the potential to emerge from 
Belton ISD as one its most decorated 
athletes after beginning his career with 
a state championship.

Jones claimed Lake Belton’s first 
state title by winning the 200-meter 
dash in 20.57 seconds, and he was part 
of the Broncos’ third-place 800 relay 
team, joining Ty Legg, Dawson Ca-
biad and Hudson. Belton senior Syd-
ney Alamein qualified for two events 
at the state swimming meet, becoming 
the school’s first representative since 
2018, and the Tigers and Lady Tigers 
also thrived outside of the pool. On the 

soccer pitch, standout Makenna Mor-
row – the program’s all-time leading 
scorer – guided the Lady Tigers to their 
first regional final since 2000. She was 
named all-district most valuable play-
er and an all-state honorable mention. 
Team district championships were also 
earned by Lake Belton baseball and 
Lady Broncos volleyball thanks to un-
defeated performances. 

The Broncos only allowed six runs 
in 14 district games, while pitcher Ma-

son Gerrard was named all-dis-
trict most valuable player and 

teammate Mason Law was 
named pitcher of the year. 

First-year head 
coach Allison 
Waits over-
saw the Lady 
B r o n c o s ’ 
unblemished 

run, and two 
of her players 
– Gabby Jones 

(MVP), Trinaty 
Pearson (co-block-

er of the year) – earned superlatives. 
Additionally, Tigers powerlifter Isaac 
Jones and Lake Belton powerlifter 
Elaina Herrera and Belton cross coun-
try runners Briac Ybanez and Olivia 
Brillhart each made appearances at 
their respective state meets. On the 
basketball court, Belton junior Trap 
Johnson continued his standout career 
by being named all-district offensive 
player of the year and landing on the 
all-region team, setting the stage to po-
tentially join a litany of prior greats by 
one day receiving the school’s greatest 
honor. Belton’s Wall of Honor ushered 
in two new members in 2023 as Logan 
Hall, Class of 2018, and 2022 graduate 
Ayanna Jones were granted the distinc-
tion. 

Hall currently plays for the Tampa 
Bay Buccaneers, while Ayanna Jones 
won a track state championship as a 
senior. 

https://www.bisd.net/Domain/201
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SHOPPING DOWNTOWN
The history, the people and the layout along Nolan Creek are 

unique. Luckily for Belton, the shops here are just as unique as Belton 
itself. The community is vibrant and dedicated to each other. This 
bodes well for those willing to invest in the community.

On any afternoon you can find residents walking around the 
downtown area. The white-water area along Nolan Creek is simply a 
draw communities in the area can’t match. 

Belton is home to Cochran, Blair & Potts, the oldest department 
store in Texas.

Inside is a variety of clothing, western wear, unique gifts and even 
a mini museum. It is much more than a department store. Recently 
remodeled, this store can order many items they do not have in stock.

If you are looking for antiques or items from the past, Exchange 
on Central is the place to visit. The store contains many unique, hand-
made items in stock. If you look as you enter the store, there are a 
couple of very old signs from the community’s past.

“Downtown Belton has become a destination for shoppers look-
ing for fashion, gifts, home décor, antiques and collectibles,” Brett 
Baggerly of Exchange on Central said. “Our eclectic mix of old and 
new offers something for everyone. If you’re looking for something 
unique, handmade or one-of-a-kind, you’ll find it downtown.”

The Beltonian is a locally owned Theater on Central Avenue. 
Main Street Bridal has wedding gowns and formal wear in 

a completely restored building. This store is a dream come true for 
many who are preparing for a wedding or special occasion. Whimsies 
Boutique on Lake Road has modern clothing and unique gifts. Like 
most of the shops in Belton, the business is locally owned. Bourland 
Landscape Supplies & Outdoor Power Equipment has everything 
you need for yard work, such as dirt and rock formations for your 
yard. The power tool selection is very well stocked, and they know the 
equipment they sell. 

Pink Bulldog Boutique has a variety of women’s clothing. The 
custom shirts are a hot item with women in the area. They are locat-
ed on Penelope Street next to Nolan Creek Brewery. Next to Nolan 
Creek is La Luncheonette a custom food eating establishment that is a 
hot spot for locals. Get there early.

Two new shops opened in December of last year Clover & Co. 
Boutique on Main Street in a house constructed in the 1880’s and Tur-
quoise Buffalo and Co. on East 1st Ave Downtown. Both are wom-
en’s clothing stores.

Lindy Lu’s on the Square offers a variety of hand-crafted gift 
items that must be seen. This store is like The Exchange just in a dif-
ferent setting with a different set of vendors. 

The Belton Depot opened last year. With a wine bar, a candy 
shop, crepes, brick oven pizza and a diner to die for, the Depot is a 
tourist attraction itself. The buildings were constructed in the 1800s.

Arushaʼs Coffee Co. is a place to meet on East Street. Their 
breakfast tacos are a specialty.

The Gin area is a hot spot in the summer months with Scores - 
Belton, The Gin at Nolan Creek, Coronas De Oro and Graley’s Good-
ies Yogurt Shop loaded with those looking to enjoy Nolan Creek.

Water Street Waffle Co. is a business that is located on Water 

Street not too far from The Gin area. They have a wonderful, unique 
breakfast selection. 

“I love it downtown. It is so beautiful. Our vendors were really 
pleased with Christmas shoppers. I am a huge believer in going local. 
Support your local businesses. We got a lot of response from our ads 
run in The Belton Journal,” said Lindy Lu’s owner Belinda Manzella.  

Looking for local artists? There is no better place than My Giving 
Tree Gift Shop & Art Gallery. The store has a lot to offer including 
custom made jewelry.  There is a large selection of wood carved art 
and paintings ranging from a couple hundred dollars into the thou-
sands. What makes this store special is that it features local artists 
made in the U.S.A. and Texas.

iMERAKi is located next to My Giving Tree. This store carries a 
large selection of modern men and women’s clothing that is must-see. 
There are many unique gifts for men in this store.

“The first time I visited Belton, I fell in love with this little town; 
I knew I wanted to make it my home. I planted roots and raised my 
children here. Downtown Belton is blooming with new businesses. 
Come and visit, and spend the day exploring all the downtown shops 
and restaurants. We are looking forward to seeing yʼall soon,” Leila 
Valchar, owner of My Giving Tree, said.

https://www.facebook.com/discoverdowntownbelton/
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https://www.shopimeraki.com/
https://www.shopmygivingtree.com/
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https://normanbuildingmaterials.com/
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www.hereathomecare.com
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https://www.beltonchamber.com/
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MK&T Depot and the KATY fully leased

By MIKE MYERS 
The Belton Journal

The purchase of the MK&T train depot and the KATY by 
four investment partners in December 2021 sparked a wave of 
economic growth and turned Downtown Belton into a destina-
tion location. 

Business partners Terry and Luke Potts undertook the am-
bitious project to renovate the depot and the neighboring KATY 
building, in a remarkable revitalization of the area.

The Potts played a significant role in the project going be-
yond being investors. Terry Potts, alongside Luke, took on the 
role of contractors and dedicated themselves to reviving the 
long-abandoned depot. 

Over a span of 14 months, they dedicated themselves to 
carefully restoring the depot and the KATY, using as many 
original and historic components of the building as possible. 
Their efforts paid off when they successfully located the origi-
nal train car and a caboose, which were returned to the City of 
Belton and became part of the project renovation.  

The impact of the redevelopment was tremendous, with an 
influx of visitors from all over the country. 

According to Matt Gunter, one of the project investors, the 
new development has attracted attention nationwide, drawing 
people to explore what Belton has to offer. Visitors engage not 
only in dining and shopping in the train depot, but also in other 

shops, contributing to the overall economic activity in the area. 
"Activity breeds activity," said Gunter, stating that the 

domino effect of development is having an impact on Belton. 
Additionally, as more people visit and do business, the city 
sees a compounding effect, leading to even more future activ-
ity.  The success of the depot restoration created a vibrant hub 
of activity and growth and breathed a new life into the heart of 
Belton for businesses and opportunities in Belton. 

Gunter expressed his optimism that Belton will see contin-
ued growth for the future. 

“With so many opportunities for growth, expansion, and 
business opportunities, Belton is ‘ripe for the picking’,” said 
Gunter. 

In October 2023, the MK&T and the KATY were fully 
leased as a mixed use commercial area for a total of 10 new 
businesses including The Blackbird Book & Spirits, Railway 
Express Diner, Off the Rails Wine Bar, Pizza PieRos, Warm 
Cookie Company, Z&H Candy, Early Light Creperie, Sly Fox 
coffee, 100x35 Latin Cuisine, and Katy Deli. 

Nestled on the corner of First Avenue and East Street in 
Downtown Belton, the renovated train depot stands as a testa-
ment to the power of vision, hard work, and community collab-
oration. Gunter emphasized that the success of this project was 
not solely dependent on one person, but required the involve-
ment and collaboration of business partners, city approval for 
plans, designers and community support.

BELTON JOURNAL/MIKE MYERS
Downtown Belton is home of the historic MK&T train depot and the KATY. The area is full of tenants for locals’ 
shopping and dining.

https://www.facebook.com/TheBeltonDepotandKaty?mibextid=ZbWKwL
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Stellar 
HOMES 

Over Four Decades of  
Expert Home Building

Highland Park Estates Ph. 2 
Lots starting at $65000 

info@stellarhomes.us 

225544..993333..88880077  254.933.8807

Explore Belton’s Parks and Recreational Facilities
Some of the best amenities in the 

region are among the 21 recreational 
facilities in Belton. Miller Springs Na-
ture Center, Heritage Park and the Nolan 
Creek Hike & Bike Trail are just a few 
of the attractions within the Belton Parks 
and Recreation system. These locations 
each provide unique opportunities to en-
joy the best nature has to offer here in 
Central Texas--and Heritage Park, with 
the Leon River as its western border, is 
one of the main hubs for youth sports in 
the region. 

Miller Springs is a 265-acre nature 
park popular with hikers, bikers, bird 
watchers and others. It is located near 
the Belton Dam and allows those who 
use the facility to enjoy everything from 
unique vistas to secluded woods. The 
park is a destination for locals and vis-
itors alike. Miller Springs is operated 
through a partnership between the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers and the cities of 
Belton and Temple. 

Many changes are being made at 

Heritage Park, with plans to preserve and 
improve upon the current park. Belton 
Parks and Recreation is dedicated to cre-
ating a space that meets the needs of the 
community. Phase I is nearly complete 

and includes high priority items, such as 
an additional multi-use recreation field 
that soccer players will appreciate, more 

See PARKS, 
Page 27

https://www.stellarhomes.us/
https://www.beltontexas.gov/departments/parks_and_recreation/index.php
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2608 N. Main St, 
Ste A, Belton

Variety GrillVariety Grill
American    Mediterranean

Self Pour Self Pour 
Beer & Wine Wall

CateringCatering (254)
613
5240

MosaicGrillTX.Com

Over 70 years of experience from 
a family you’ve grown to trust. 

Don’t give up on your broken jewelry
Create that special piece you’ve been dreaming about

1202 S. 31st St Temple
LastovicaFineJewelers.Com

254-773-5772

Give us a call today or stop by our 
store to learn more about the finest 

jewelry in Central Texas.

Parks  -  From Page 26

parking, extension of Park Lane Road for access through Heri-
tage Park, and a pavilion with restroom facilities. Other ameni-
ties include a fish camp and kayak dock.   In addition to being a 
venue for youth recreation sports leagues, Heritage Park 
also hosts Ultimate Frisbee and Disc Golf tour-
naments, which are open to adults. 

The Nolan Creek Hike & Bike 
Trail is a 3.3-mile path through the 
heart of Belton providing great views 
of nature and the commercial area 
downtown. The trail begins south 
of IH-35, and connects three parks 
(Liberty, Yettie Polk and Harris 
Community Park) and the Universi-
ty of Mary Hardin-Baylor. The trail 
also features historic Chisholm Trail 
storyboards that add an educational 
component to a recreational experi-
ence. 

Liberty Park, in addition to its wide-
open spaces and creek access, has plenty of 
parking, as it is adjacent to the city's Park and Ride 
commuter facility. Yettie Polk Park’s gazebo, seating and beauti-
ful sights has hosted events ranging from parties to concerts, and 
even weddings. Harris Community Park offers a perfect combi-
nation of open space, creek access and one of the most popular 

splash pads in the region. 
Nolan Creek is a place that draws people interested in the 

outdoors. Fishermen frequent its banks year-round, and people 
wade in it in the warmer months. A kayak and tubing trail from 

Nolan Creek Nature Trail to Liberty Park is also a 
great way to view downtown from a new per-

spective. 
The Harris Community Center serves as 

a diverse venue that can be rented for meet-
ings and special events and also serves as 
a location for recreational programs such 
as Swordplay fencing and Zumba classes. 

Belton Parks & Recreation hosts 
Christmas on the Chisholm Trail, Movie 
in the Park, the Daddy-Daughter Dance, 
Soggy Doggy Day and other family-ori-

ented events. 
Recreation Superintendent Joseph Dyer 

manages the Harris Community Center as 
well as the recreation events.  James Grant, As-

sistant Director of Parks & Rec oversees all the parks 
and athletic fields within the Belton city limits alongside his 

full-time staff. The city does its best to provide parks and other 
play areas where families and citizens can roam, exercise and 
enjoy the world around them. To contact Belton Parks & Recre-
ation, call (254) 933-5860.  

https://mosaicgrilltx.com/
https://lastovicafinejewelers.com/
https://www.beltontexas.gov/departments/parks_and_recreation/index.php
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BELTON CHRISTIAN YOUTH CENTER
Our mission is to provide care and promote Christian

values through education and recreation to enhance the
potential of all youth.

Serving the Belton Community since 1982

505 East Avenue C    www.BeltonYouth.com

Positions Available

No Fee to Become a Applicant

Providing jobs in Central Texas for over 30 Years!

Temple

(254) 771 5595

200W. Calhoun Ave

Killeen

(254) 554 5700

1801 Trimmer Rd. Ste. A-7

Expresspros.com/templetx

An old fashioned popcorn, ice cream and candy shop!

We have over 40 flavors of gourmet popcorn popped 
daily on site and a wide variety of Blue Bell ice cream.

Birthdays, Showers, Weddings... let us help you provide 
a unique experience for your next event.

213 E Central Ave, Belton, TX

Harris Community Center
The Harris Community Center in Belton is a local ven-

ue that is located nearby the scenic Nolan Creek. 
Formally a segregated African American schoolhouse, 

the building was restored in 2006. The center has quite a 
history. The earliest record of public education for area Af-
rican American students dates from 1882 when Mrs. Aleck 
McGee was hired “to teach the colored school.” Professor 
Thomas Breckenridge Harris (1862-1907), a graduate of 
Fisk University, became the first instructor at the African 
American High School in 1890. 

The name “West Belton School” was chosen in 1900. 
In 1936, a new building was erected at the site to house 

students of all grade levels. By petition, the school was 
named “T. B. Harris” for its revered former principal. The 
last class graduated in 1966, and Belton schools were inte-
grated the following year. 

With amenities that include spacious parking, a 
full-service kitchen, free Wi-Fi, and many different pack-
ages to choose from, it’s the perfect location to host most 
any event. The Harris Center staff will also set up the room 
to your preferred liking.

Events such as family reunions, birthday parties, baby 
showers, bridal showers, company parties and legal depo-
sitions are just some of the activities that are held there.

The Evans room has a capacity of 220, the Kinchion 
room holds 55, the Smith room holds 32, the Simpson 
rooms holds 40 and the McGee room holds 17. You also 
have the option of renting out the entire center which holds 
364 people.

The full-service kitchen comes with a large refrigera-
tor/freezer, double oven, stove top, microwave, dishwash-
er, and coffee machine. You are permitted to have alco-
hol on the premises under the supervision of an off-duty 
Belton Police Officer. 

Tours of the center are available Monday through Fri-

See HARRIS, 
Page 29

Expresspros.com/templetx
https://www.beltonyouth.com/
https://harrisevents.org/
https://www.popcornfriday.com/
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BUY & SELLBUY & SELL

200 E. CENTRAL AVE STE. E BELTON, TX 200 E. CENTRAL AVE STE. E BELTON, TX 

COINSCOINS
GOLDGOLD

SILVERSILVER

TROY EMILSON, TROY EMILSON, OWNEROWNER

254-831-1049254-831-1049

day between 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
If you would like to take a tour of the facility or find 

out more information, feel free to call (254) 933-5850 or 
visit their website at harrisevents.org.

Harris  -  From Page 28

https://www.facebook.com/lindylusonthesquare/
https://m.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100094895384936&_rdr
https://harrisevents.org/
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Belton Market Days
2024 SCHEDULE 

For  more informat ion v is i t
www.downtownbelton.com

Belton Market Day’s
Solarbration Market

APRIL 6TH
9:00AM TO 4:00PM

Belton Market Day’s
Spring Market

Belton Market Day’s
Fall Market

MAY 18TH
9:00AM TO 4:00PM

NOVEMBER 16TH
9:00AM TO 4:00PM

 

The Lena Armstrong Public 
Library is celebrating 125 

years of service, 1899 - 2024.
The library began with a Belton woman’s study club, 

The Woman’s Wednesday Club. The library occupied a sin-
gle room at Central Hotel, which was owned and operated by 
the Women’s Commonwealth, a very successful women’s re-
ligious group with several businesses in Belton and Temple. 

When the book collection outgrew the room, the club 
rented a space in the Harris & Walker building on Main 
Street. Emma A. Lee was hired as the first librarian, and 
members of the club set a goal of having a Carnegie Library 
and began a resilient letter writing campaign to Andrew Car-
negie. The letter campaign paid off when, with assurances 
of support from the City of Belton, a Carnegie grant was 
awarded. 

In 1905, when the Carnegie Library opened at 201 North 
Main Street it had 1,500 books. In 1975, the library moved to 
a new building at 301 East 1st Avenue and changed its name 
to the Belton Public Library. Miss Lee retired in 1924 and 
was replaced by Miss Louie C. Meyer. 

In 1933, the Library Board petitioned the City Council 
to take over the operations of the library, and the library be-
came part of the city government. In 1946, Miss Meyer re-
tired and was replaced by Miss Lena Armstrong, who served 
the library for 53 years before retiring in 1998. 

After her death in 1999, the library was renamed the 
Lena Armstrong Public Library due to the deep love and re-
spect the people of Belton had for Lena Armstrong. 

Kim Kroll, the current Director of Library Services, was 
appointed in September 2000.

See LIBRARY, 
Page 32

https://www.downtownbelton.com/
https://www.beltontexas.gov/departments/library/index.php
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This year will be our most creative yet and This year will be our most creative yet and 
we want to hear from you about the styles we want to hear from you about the styles 

you want and love! you want and love! 
Let’s turn your house into your dream Let’s turn your house into your dream 

home together!home together! 

Call us today!Call us today!

254-933-1313
6401 STATE HWY. 317 SUITE B, 

BELTON 
BellCountyFlooring.com 

#flooringforall

 “Remodels, Wholesale, & 
New Construction 

welcome!”

“Local home of life “Local home of life 
proof flooring!”proof flooring!”

FLOOR NOW, PAY LATER.FLOOR NOW, PAY LATER.
We offer 0% interest financing on all products we carry. W.A.C

1220 B North Main Street Belton • 254 760-0334
M–F | 8:30am–2:30pm • Sat. | 8:30am–12:30pm  Sun. | Closed
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BELL COUNTY
SENIOR EXPO
Fun, Free Event for Seniors 
& Friends to get info they need

Tues., 9/24, 8:30-1 

Cell-512-540-6875
ads@BeltonJournal.Com

Theme: 

Senior-Friendly Vendors 

& Sponsors needed!

Cadence Bank Center
(Bell County Expo Center)

https://www.bellcountyflooring.com/
https://enfound.org/
https://www.facebook.com/share/u7agLkvStLvEKNbC/?mibextid=9VsGKo
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OakFire
Pizza and Brewing

Belton, Texas Est. 2017

The original rooftop  experienceThe original rooftop  experience

107 N East St Belton, TX 76513 (254) 613-7551107 N East St Belton, TX 76513 (254) 613-7551
www.oakfirebelton.comwww.oakfirebelton.com
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Currently, the library has 
over 31,897 items, including 
print materials, audio, DVDs 
and electronic print and au-
dio books. In 2018, Library 
System Services performed 
a needs assessment of the 
library, which included 
feedback from a commu-
nity survey and various fo-
cus groups. The assessment 
helped the library develop 
a Strategic Plan, which in-
cluded five goals to guide 
the library: 1) Establish a 
library collection that will 
meet the needs of a diverse 
and growing community 2) 
Become a gathering place 
for the community 3) Be a 
good steward of the library’s 
resources, particularly the 
history of Belton 4) Promote 

lifelong learning and innova-

tion, and 5) Serve everyone 

who enters the library with 

excellence. 

With these ideals in 

mind, the City of Belton 

hired Maureen Arndt, of 720 
Design Services, to create a 
plan for the exterior façade 
improvements that will 
enhance these strategies. 
In 2020, the building was 
painted, a metal canopy was 
placed over the front door, 
and the front landscaping 
was improved. The library 
now has improved handicap 
ramps and sidewalks around 
the entrance—and a beau-
tiful mural facing Penelope 
Street.  The Library has a 
Friends group, which holds 
an annual Authors Luncheon 
to raise funds for the library 
and to support the free book 
give aways at community 
events like Christmas on the 
Chisholm Trail.

Library -  From Page 30

www.oakfirebelton.com
https://www.beltontexas.gov/departments/library/index.php
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We Offer
Burial Services • Cremation Services • Memorial Services

Veteran Services • Pre-Planning

BeltonBelton KilleenKilleen

Belton • 254-939-2411 • 503 N. Main
Temple • 254-773-4564 • 500 W. Barton      
Killeen • 254-699-8200 • 506 N. 38th St.

www.harpertalasek.com

TempleTemple

TRUSTED SYMBOLS OF SERVICE

� CUSTOM QUALITY REMODELING
� CUSTOM CABINETS

*Insurance Claims Welcome * Insured

Double T
Construction, Inc.

Remodeling & Repairs • Add-ons • Custom Cabinets
Counter tops • Siding • Kitchens & Bathrooms

Garage Conversions • Decks & Patios • Patio Covers
Storage Buildings • Concrete Work • Roofing

Painting • Fire & Water Damage • ADA Modifications
Privacy Fencing • Window Replacement

50 YEARS EXPERIENCE LOCALLY

FREE ESTIMATES
(254) 939-1934

www.doubletconstructioninctx.com • doubletconstruction@hot.rr.com

Belton, TX 76513
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Belton Fire Department serves the community
Staff Report

The Belton Fire Depart-
ment is a group of dedicat-
ed professionals who work 
to enhance the quality of 
life in the community by 
delivering expert-level fire 
& emergency service re-
sponse, fire prevention, and 
public education, as well as 
providing any other service 
it is equipped to deliver.

The Fire Department 
continually seeks innova-
tive improvements to the 
services it provides in an 
effort to create a safe, eco-
nomically viable, and in-
clusive community for all 
people.

The Department re-
mains a "Recognized" fire 
department through the 
Texas Fire Chief's Associ-

ation. Recognition for Best 
Practices is a comprehen-
sive self-assessment pro-

cess, which enables fire de-
partments to compare their 
practices to the best indus-

try standards.
In June 2020, Chief Jon 

Fontenot was hired. Under 
his leadership several posi-
tive changes have occurred, 
including the services pro-
vided by firefighters. Chief 
Fontenot replaced former 
Fire Chief Bruce Pritchard, 
who retired. Chief Fontenot 
has more than 25 years of 
fire service experience and 
has a Master’s Degree in 
Public Administration.

Some of the changes 
initiated in 2020 included 
the establishment of an ad-
ditional Fire Captain posi-
tion, outsourcing EMS ser-
vices to American Medical 
Response (a national leader 
in the EMS field), and in-

See FIRE, 
Page 35

https://www.nolancreekschool.org/
https://www.beltontexas.gov/departments/fire_department/index.php
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creasing the number of firefighters as-
signed to each Fire response crew. In 
addition, the Belton Fire Department 
became a certified training facility for 
many Fire Department certification 
courses.

A major adjustment that has re-
ceived positive feedback from the 
Department is the change to the 
firefighter work schedule from 
24-hour shifts with 48-hours
off between shifts to firefight-
ers working 48-hour shifts with
96-hours off between shifts. This
gives crews more consecutive
time to mentally decompress from
the hardships seen while on shift.
The increase in consecutive decom-
pression time leads to more mentally
healthy and stable firefighters.

The health of firefighters is a con-
stant concern. In addition to mental 
health, the City and Department Com-
mand staff are committed to physical 

health and well-being. In 2020, each 
fire station was outfitted 
with new commercial 

g r a d e 

e x -
tractor w a s h i n g 
m a c h i n e s which removes 
carcinogens from contaminated fire-
fighting gear. Utilization of the ex-

tractor after each fire reduces the 
exposure to potentially harmful car-
cinogens. Each fire truck has also been 
equipped with decontamination sup-
plies to quickly remove contaminates 
from crews before leaving a scene.

What to expect in the future: The 
focus of the Fire Department is making 
sure its approach to the work is more 
proactive than reactive. The focus is 
on preventing accidents and injuries, 
while providing professional level 
response when incidents do occur. 
The number of safety and training 

courses will be increased, as well as 
presentations offered to the communi-
ty at no cost. Code enforcement activ-
ities will also be emphasized to ensure 
businesses are safe to visit. Partnering 
with local businesses helps improve 
safety.

The Belton Fire Department ap-
preciates the community support it has 
received over the years.

Fire -  From Page 34Fire -  From Page 34

www.templecpa.com
https://www.beltontexas.gov/departments/fire_department/index.php
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Belton PD: To protect and to serve
The Belton Police Depart-

ment is dedicated to provid-
ing excellent service through 
partnerships that build trust, 
reduce crime, create   safe 
environments, and enhance 
the quality of life in the com-
munity. The police depart-
ment is integral to the safety 
and security that so many in 
the Belton community enjoy, 
and it is fully committed to 
the mission of creating an all-
around better quality of life 
for the people of Belton.

Belton PD serves resi-
dents, businesses, and visitors 
24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 
The Belton Police Depart-
ment prides itself on having 
strong relationships with the 
community. The department 
strives to be friendly to peo-
ple while meeting its respon-
sibilities to protect and serve. 

Its prevention focused model 
seeks to deter crime through 
engagement with fellow 
Beltonians. Partnerships with 
residents, businesses, and oth-
er organizations can be a pow-
erful force for good and an 
effective deterrent to crime. 
Belton PD has an established 
reputation with the people of 
Belton and is respected across 
the state of Texas for the way 
it fulfills its mission with a 
modern service driven model 
of law enforcement.

One way Belton PD fos-
ters its relationships with cit-
izens is through community 
events. Officers often make 
appearances at Belton I.S.D. 
events, as well as events such 
as Coffee with a Cop and Na-
tional Night Out, which al-

See POLICE, 
Page 37

www.ctcslions.com
https://www.beltontexas.gov/departments/police_department/index.php
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lows people to meet the police officers who work diligently to 
protect them every day.

The Belton Police Department was the first law 
enforcement agency in Bell County to be 
accredited as a Recognized Law 
Enforcement Agency by the 
Texas Law Enforcement 
Best Practices Recognition 
Program. The recognition 
program evaluates compliance 
with more than 170 Best Prac-
tices for Texas Law Enforcement. 
These best practices were devel-
oped by Texas law enforcement 
professionals to assist agencies to 
efficiently and effectively serve the 
public and protect individual rights. 
They cover all aspects of law enforce-
ment operations including use of force, 
protection of citizen rights, vehicle pur-
suits, property and evidence management, 
and patrol and investigative operations.

The Belton Citizens Helping in Police 
Services (CHIPS) program was formed in late 2011 as a way 
to expand police resources through volunteers. A benefit of 
the program is that it deters crime through visible presence. 

CHIPS volunteers supplement department resources by be-
ing extra eyes and ears while patrolling parks, shopping cen-

ters, and other areas where large groups may 
gather. Each year, Belton PD partic-

ipates in more than 100 com-
munity outreach events. 
Additionally, volunteers 
help with administrative 

tasks inside the police 
building and at community 

outreach functions. CHIPS 
are graduates of the Citizens 

Police Academy Program and 
attend additional training spe-

cific to the CHIPS program. 
CHIPS staff the phones for the 

RU OK Program, which works to 
ensure safety and provide help to the 

elderly of Belton. The RU OK Pro-
gram has 13 life saves to date.  In a 

typical year, CHIPS members volunteer 
over 7,000 hours of service to the department. The Belton 
Police Department is dedicated to treating all persons with 
respect, dignity, and professionalism.

Police -  From Page 36

www.esquireoffice.com
https://www.beltontexas.gov/departments/police_department/index.php
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Opening 
yourself to 

opportunity 
makes you easier 
for opportunity 

to find you.
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https://www.crcbelton.com/
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Belton Economic Development Corporation
 The BEDC (Belton Economic Development Corporation) was 

created in 1990 after the Belton citizens voted in favor to adopt the 
state's Type A Sales Tax Program, an initiative introduced and support-
ed by the city council. Acceptable projects for the BEDC are governed 
by state law for Type A Corporations and by policies established by 
the board of directors and the Belton City Council. 

   The board of directors consists of five community business 
leaders appointed to three-year terms by the Belton City Council. Cur-
rent board members include Brandon Bozon, Stevie Spradley, Marion 
Grayson, John Holmes and Tyson McLaughlin.

   "We are still seeing a lot of requests for building space. Com-
panies are interested in Texas. Companies we have here in Belton are 
still in the growth mode. The Imagine Belton plan was developed 
last  year. This project is a joint effort between the City of Belton and 
BEDC. It is a vision for the downtown area," said Executive Direc-
tor Cynthia Hernandez. Under Hernandez's leadership the focus of 
BEDC's services have in-creased to include local businesses. Tra-
ditionally Economic Development Corporations focus on attracting 
businesses then moving on to the next potential business thinking of 
relocating. They recently closed on 8.78 acres of land along 6th Ave 
near downtown Belton. The property is zoned Retail along 6th Ave 
and light industrial along the southern side of the property.

Traditional Industrial out of Dallas purchased 19 acres in the 
Belton Industrial Park and added another 8.56 acres outside of the 
park for the development of four office buildings. The four buildings 
will add 344,000 square feet of office space in the park. These build-
ings are to be listed as Class A commercial real estate.

There are two business parks in Belton.    Belton Business Park 
located along Hwy. 190 and Loop 121 has excellent access to water, 
fiber optics, interstate and 3-phase electricity. Highway 93 Industrial 
Park is just off of IH-35 and is where Belton's heavy industry is lo-
cated. 

   Belton has an excellent school system and quality of life. 
   Belton is located at the point where Hwy. 190 and IH-35 con-

nect. Close to Austin, Dallas and San Antonio the Belton communi-
ty is at the heart of one of the top growing areas in the country. The 
Killeen Regional Airport is just 15-miles away. 

   Each year the BEDC assists new companies interested in es-
tablishing operations in the City of Belton, encourages expansion of 
local companies, continues developing the Belton Business Park, and 
supports infrastructure projects in the community to spur growth. 

   Business Roundtable meetings featuring special presentations 
are held quarterly to encourage networking among industry represen-
tatives, present topics of common interest and provide opportunities to 
learn and support our local industry. 

   The BEDC also holds quarterly meetings with industries locat-
ed in the Belton Business Parks. The meetings are more of a roundta-
ble affair with a speaker provided. Ana Borchardt, Director of Busi-
ness Development and Retention for the BEDC is in charge of making 
these meetings a reality. 

   "Building relationships with our current industries and busi-
nesses is as important as new industry development," said Hernandez. 
Under Hernandez's leadership the focus of BEDC's services have in-
creased to include local businesses.

www.grandavenuetheater.com
https://beltonedc.org/
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254.771.3633

www.templebeltonhomefinder.com

bell county museum
The Bell County Mu-

seum was founded on April 
25, 1988 by the Bell County 
Commissioners Court and 
is part of the county gov-
ernment. The Bell County 
Museum collects, preserves 
and interprets the historical 
and cultural heritage of the 
Bell County region for all 
of its citizens. The museum 
is housed in the beautifully 
restored 1905 Belton Carne-
gie Library building, which 
is a recorded Texas Histor-
ical Landmark and listed 
in the National Register of 
Historical Places. Prior to 
the museum being opened 
to the public in 1991, the 
county and museum board 
embarked on a “Save the 
Museum” campaign to up-
date and restore the Belton 
Carnegie Library.  The 
campaign raised the nec-

essary $400,000 to restore 
the beautiful beaux-arts 
building. In 2006, the Guffy 

Building was renovated and 
connected to the Carnegie 
Library building, creating a 

unique structure that bridges 
contemporary style with his-
torical architectural integri-

ty. The award-winning Bell 
County Museum features a 
permanent interactive ex-

hibit on the Gault Archae-
ological Site. The exhibit 
offers an in-depth look at 
this important excavation 
through dynamic interac-
tive areas. The Gault Site is 
one of the largest excavated 
sites of the Clovis culture 
(13,500 years ago) and a 
Texas State Archeological 
Landmark. In 2024, the mu-
seum hosted several inter-
esting exhibits. “Images of 
Bell County” will feature 
rarely seen photos and post-
cards of historic Bell Coun-
ty. “The Vietnam Experi-
ence” will feature artworks 
by Navy artists stationed in 
Vietnam during the conflict. 
The exhibit will also feature 
artifacts from the muse-
um collection. In addition 
to temporary exhibits, the 

See MUSEUM, 
Page 48

www.templebeltonhomefinder.com
https://www.bellcountymuseum.org/
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www.smileattheworld.com
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museum offers a wide 
array of programming.  
Visitors of all ages will 
enjoy the Spring Lecture 
Series, Day on the Texas 
Frontier, STEAM Explo-
ration, Weird Science!, 
Homeschool Day and 
much more this year. 

The museum owns 
more than 17,000 objects 
related to the Bell County 
region, including a col-
lection of more than 600 
moustache cups, weapon-
ry, clothing, agricultural 
tools, fine art, textiles, 
photographs, correspon-
dence, and decorative 
arts, and more. The mu-
seum will host spring 
break events March 12-
15, 11 am-1 pm daily. On 
April 27th, the museum 
hosts Sensory Friendly 
Morning. This program 

is designed for youth with 
sensory needs and is from 
8:30-10:00am. These are 
just a few of the many 
events and programs tak-
ing place in 2024.Objects 
in the museum collections 
are available for research 
by anyone interested in the 
history of Bell County. In 
addition, the museum has a 
research room with an ex-
tensive document and man-
uscript library to aid those 
researching Bell County 
history. Stop by and vis-
it the museum (admission 
free) located at 201 N. 
Main Street in Belton. For 
more information or to find 
out about volunteer oppor-
tunities, please call (254) 
933-5243 or visit the muse-
um website at bellcounty-
museum. org.

Museum -  From Page 43

https://templebeltonfeed.com/
https://www.bellcountymuseum.org/
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Belton’s 4th of July Celebration 

COMING 2024 
TO BELTON

RESERVE TODAY 
WOODLANDCOTTAGES.COM 
254.613.6449 

Handicapped accessible units available. The owner and management company for Woodland Handicapped accessible units available. The owner and management company for Woodland 
Cottages comply fully with the provisions of the Equal Housing Opportunity Laws and nondiscrimination Cottages comply fully with the provisions of the Equal Housing Opportunity Laws and nondiscrimination 
laws. The homes have been designed and constructed to be accessible in accordance with those laws.laws. The homes have been designed and constructed to be accessible in accordance with those laws.

Enjoy premier senior living in your new 
single-family style cottage!

   Throughout the United States, par-
ticularly in smaller towns and rural areas, 
the Fourth of July, Independence Day, 
has always been recognized as a big and 
important holiday, a time for community 
gatherings and remembrance, a time to 
honor, commemorate, recognize and cel-
ebrate freedom and independence from 
tyranny and the vision of the Founding 
Fathers in 1776. 

   July 4th in Belton is known both 
nationwide and worldwide. What the 
world saw then remains as true now as it 

has ever been; the Fourth of July festiv-
ities in Belton are basically the same as 
described in the first recorded Indepen-
dence Day celebration in 1852, as well 
as when they became an annual tradition 
in 1919. In 2008, USA Today named the 
Belton 4th of July Parade as one of the 
Nationʼs “Top Ten Places to Fly Your 
Flag on the 4th.” 

“The parade and PRCA Rodeos is 
a family event. You see many of your 
friends at these events. We like to bring 
people together. There is something for 
everybody in the July 4th Parade. It is a 
Bell County get together,” said Randy 
Pittenger, President Belton Area Cham-
ber of Commerce.

   In addition to the parade, the week-
long celebration typically features a car-
nival, Patriotic Program and is capped off 
by the Patriotic Fest. 2019 introduced a 
new tradition: the Downtown Street Par-
ty, which kicked off the festivities with 
live music and an opportunity to gather 
around the Bell County Historic Court-

house. The Festival on Nolan Creek 
is held at Yettie Polk Park and features 
vendors, local craft merchants selling 
their wares, entertainment, food and kid 
friendly activities. Yettie Polk Park is lo-
cated at 101 S. Davis St.

 The Downtown Street Party on June 
29th is the kick-off for the many July 4th 
events in Belton, including a carnival 
in Liberty Park, located at 700 Veterans 
Way. On July 4-6, the 100th PRCA & 

See 4TH OF JULY, 
Page 54

https://woodlandcottages.com/
https://www.facebook.com/BeltonJuly4/
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WPRA will be in Belton at 
the Cadence Bank Center. On 
Thursday, July 4th, Program 
starts at at the Bell County 
Courthouse at 101 E. Central 
Ave. The parade begins at 
UMHB (10th Ave. & Main 
St.) with 10’s of 1000’s of 
people lining the parade route. 

The end of the parade will be 
at the Belton Police Memorial 
on Birdwell St.

You’re going to want to 
visit the Festival on Nolan 
Creek. It goes from 11:00 
a.m.- 4:00 p.m., at Yettie Polk
Park located at 101 S. Davis
St. At high noon, there will be

a Hot Dog Eating Contest. 
At 7 p.m., it’s on to the 

Backyard Party at Schoepf’s 
Bar-B-Que restaurant at 702 
E. Central Ave. The concert is
free to the public. Fireworks
later that night.

   The PRCA & WPRA 

features the top cowboys and 
cowgirls in the business. The 
rodeo is held at the nearby 
Cadence Bank Center located 
at 301 W Loop 121 in Belton. 
The Candence Bank Center 
is a state of the art 6,559 seat 
multipurpose arena in Belton.

4th of July -  From Page 50

https://beltonsmallanimalclinic.com/
https://www.facebook.com/BeltonJuly4/
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Exceptional Financial Knowledge – Uncompromising Service
The path towards financial stability may seem daunting. 
From an ever-changing tax code to the enormous amount 

of conflicting information and misinformation found 
on the web, finding the right partner to guide you, your 
family or your business is essential. We believe it is the 

diversity of our team’s interests and specialties within the 
practice of accounting that makes us a unique resource in 

the communities we serve.

www.caradayhealth.com
https://lms-cpa.com/
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FOOD FOR BODY AND SOULFOOD FOR BODY AND SOUL
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Belton Senior Activity Center 
The Center was first es-

tablished on Feb. 5, 1976, as 
it met at the current Ameri-
can Legion Post 55 building. 
The Center raised funds and, 
through a grant, was able to 
construct a building on its 
current site at 842 Mitchell 
St. on Feb. 24, 1981. 

“It is delightful to work 
here at the Center. I have 
met so many wonderful peo-
ple. They all have a story to 
tell. The Center is an activ-
ity-oriented facility. Many 
come just to visit,” said 
Director Judy Owens. “We 
are open to suggestions on 
activities.” 

It is a Belton Senior Ac-
tivity Center in many ways. 
Exercise classes are provid-
ed by a grant from Baylor 
Scott and White. The class-

es are free to the public and 
participation is growing. 
They are held on Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday. It 
is exercise at your own pace 

with equipment provided. 
Woodcarving is on each 

Monday. There is a group 
of artisans there working on 
carvings and etchings each 

week. It isn’t uncommon for 
someone to come to watch 
and learn.

Quilting and line danc-
ing are on Tuesdays. Quilt-
ing is a major fundraiser for 
the Senior Center. Quilters 
are needed at the center. 
Custom orders can be made 
to the center. A Canasta card 
game is held every Tuesday 
and Thursday. Bridge is held 
every Friday afternoon. 

Bingo is held at noon 
on Wednesday with prizes 
given. Between 35-40 resi-
dents show up for the Bingo 
games each week. 

Dances with a live band 
are held on the first and third 
Thursday of each month. A 
cover charge of $5 is used 

See SENIOR CENTER, 
Page 58

https://www.dynastychineserestaurant.com/
http://www.beltonseniorcenter.org/
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BCYC

to pay the band. The Cen-
ter uses six different bands. 
Arts, crafts, and art painting 
is every other Wednesday. 
Bible study is at 10:30 every 
Wednesday. 

Tuesday and Thursday 
the Center hosts a beginner 
line dance with instructors. 
A Pott Luck Dinner is held 
at 5:30 p.m. every fourth 
Monday each month with 
music. 

To find out more vis-
it http://www.beltonse-
niorcenter.org/activities.

Jay Taggart, former 

Board President, said: “Al-
most 46 years ago, some 
Belton citizens saw their 
dreams of establishing a se-
nior center in Belton come 
true! On Feb. 5, 1976, the 

Belton Senior Activity Cen-
ter was established to serve 
the needs of Belton senior 
citizens. Over the years, 
the center has been ‘home 
to many Belton seniors, of-

fering countless hours of 
enjoyment and healthy nu-
trition. Today, the Board of 
Directors of the Belton Area 
Citizens for Seniors salutes 
the men and women who 
had the vision and did the 
work to establish the center. 
We are thankful that they 
and the original senior citi-
zens who formed the Belton 
Senior Activity Center cre-
ated something so import-
ant to the quality of life in 
Belton. We remain commit-
ted to keep that vision going 
for years to come.”

Senior Center -  From Page 56

For decades, the Belton Christian Youth Center 
(BCYC) has served the local community through its com-
mitment to the youth and its promotion of Christian values. 
Located at  505 E. Avenue C, BCYC is a nonprofit activity 
center that offers after-school and summer programs for 
area children, providing plentiful opportunities for learn-
ing and fun.

BCYC is licensed by the state to provide childcare 
for up to 175 students. When the local schools 
are in session BCYC is an af-
ter-school program. A warm 
meal is provided each after-
noon. During the summer 
months, BCYC is a full-day 
program offering three meals.

The facility is over 38,000 
sq ft with eight classrooms, 
two kitchens, a dining area, a 
playground area, and a full bas-
ketball court. 

There were over 500 chil-
dren who signed up for the bas-
ketball league last fall. 

They currently have five vans 
and three school buses to provide 
transportation to the school. The 
buses require a CDL commercial license to 
operate. One of their biggest challenges is maintaining the 
buses.

BCYC offers volleyball recreation leagues in the 

spring and the fall. 
The youth center’s story dates back to 1982 when it 

originally began operation in the gymnasium of a Belton 
elementary school. In response to positive community sup-
port, activities expanded year-round, and, in 1999, the pro-
gram moved to its current location.

Each year, BCYC serves around 1,200 stu-
dents, and the praise of 
parents and community 
members speaks to the 
program’s long-standing 
reputation of success. The 
children raised over 500 
lbs. of food for the Help-
ing Hands Ministry for 
Thanksgiving this past 
fall. 

For more infor-
mation on BCYC and 
its programs, visit 
beltonyouth.com. 

Daniel Bucher is 
the new Executive 
Director for BCYC. 

Bucher started working at BCYC after 
graduating from the University of Mary Hardin-Baylor. 

He worked at Grand Avenue Theater from 2012-20. “I am 
back at the place I am meant to be. I love to see smiles on 
faces. If you can make an impression on one child a day 
that is all you can ask for,” said Bucher.

http://www.beltonseniorcenter.org/
https://www.beltonyouth.com/
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Lakes and Camping 
Staff Report 

   In Belton, we not only take pride 
in our Parks and Recreation, but also our 
lakes and our camping facilities. So many 
things and so much recreational time in 
the summer is spent around Belton Lake 
and Stillhouse Hollow. There are camp-
ing areas, including RV parks, campsites 
and screened shelters. There are places for 
recreational water activities, nature trails, 
picnicking areas and hunting and fishing 
areas. Another thing people love to do is 
go out on their boats and jet skis and feel 
the breeze and refreshment of the water on 
a hot summer’s day. 

   Belton Lake’s camping fees are very 
affordable; under $50 and vary depending 
on location and utilities. The daily use fee 
is $5 per vehicle or pedestrian in the parks. 
Boat ramp fees are $5, and group facility 
fees are typically $100 or less. 

Cedar Ridge Park Campground 
is located at Belton Lake, which pro-
vides some of the best fishing, camp-
ing, and boating in Central Texas. This 

year-round campground accommo-
dates both tents and RVs and has sever-
al sites with screened shelters for those 
who do not have camping equipment.  
The facility provides many amenities, in-
cluding hot showers and group picnic ar-
eas. A concession marina within the park 
offers fuel and basic convenience store 
items, as well as a seasonal restaurant.

White Flint Park is located at Belton 
Lake, which provides some of the best 

fishing, camping and boating in Central 
Texas. This year-round campground has 
12 sites with screened overnight shelters 
and 13 RV sites, all with water and electric 
hookups.

Winkler Park is a small, primitive 
campground on the northern shore of 
Belton Lake in central Texas. This facili-
ty does not have electricity but does have 
individual water hookups, paved back-in 
sites, and a central restroom with showers. 
There are 14 sites available for RVs and 
tents. 

Temples Lake Park is a day-use facil-
ity with over 60 picnic sites and one res-
ervable group area on the southern shore 
of Belton Lake. The lake provides some 
of the best fishing and boating in Cen-
tral Texas and the park offers amenities 
for large groups of up to 80 people, such 
as flush toilets, showers, a playground, a 
swim beach, and two two-lane boat ramps.

Westcliff Park is a day-use area and 

See LAKES & CAMPING, 
Page 60

https://www.facebook.com/DarlingDecorMore/
https://tpwd.texas.gov/fishboat/fish/recreational/lakes/belton/access.phtml
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216 E Central Ave • Belton
254-933-8833

exchangeoncentral.com

campground located on the 
southwestern shore of Belton 
Lake. The lake provides some 
of the best fishing and boating 
in Central Texas in addition to 
amenities such as a swimming 
beach, boat ramp, playground, 
and picnic areas for RVs and 
tents, including four tent-only 
primitive sites.

Belton Lakeview Park has 
two reservable group day-use 
areas along the lower shore of 
Belton Lake, providing some 
of the best fishing and boating 
in Central Texas. The facility 
is perched on a bluff overlook-
ing Belton Lake and Dam, a 
year-round scenic location for 
group picnics and large gath-
erings. The site offers many 
amenities, such as flush toilets, 
water and electric hookups, 
a playground, and a two-lane 
boat ramp, ensuring your stay 
is both comfortable and enjoy-

able.
Live Oak Ridge Camp-

ground is located at Belton 
Lake, which provides some 
of the best fishing, camping, 
and boating in Central Texas.  
This year-round campground 
accommodates both tents and 
RVs and has many amenities, 
such as a playground, show-
ers, and a group meeting area. 
Belton Lake was created by 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers with the construction of 
the Belton Dam in 1954. The 
12,300-acre lake is located on 
the Leon River, just upstream 
of the confluence of the Leon 
River and the Little River.

Stillhouse Hollow is 
south of U.S. Highway 190 
on FM 1670. There are more 
than 30 campsites at Union 
Grove Park that include RVC 
and tent camping. Restrooms 
and showers are accessible and 

provided, as well as access to 
the water for swimming and 
boating. There are four ramps 
around the lake. One is located 
near the marina at Dana Peak 
Park, at the south end of Union 
Grove, at the end of the park 
road at River’s Bend, and at 
Cedar Gap. 

   At Stillhouse Hollow, 
there are also nature trails for 
those who prefer the land. 

There is one at Dana Peak Park 
that is open from dawn until 
dusk and can be used for hik-
ing, horseback riding, biking, 
and other outdoor recreational 
activities. Stillhouse Hollow’s 
camping fees range from $12 
to $40, depending on location 
and utilities. The daily fee is 
also $5 for Stillhouse Hollow. 
For more information, call 
(254) 939-2461.

Lakes & Camping -  From Page 59
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For fast, fair, friendly service, contact...
Auto • Fire • Homeowners • Life • Renters

Boats • RVs • Mobile Homes
Worker’s Comp

DISCOUNTS FOR: Accident-Free Drivers 
Good Students • Multiple Cars • Auto/Life

A wide choice of deductibles to fit your specific need 
and budget. All policies can be combined in one 

monthly payment.

Good people to know for your insurance needs.

Troy Ashford

“Your Neighborhood Agent”

202C Lake Road • Belton
254-933-2007

tashford@farmersagent.com

201 E 2nd Ave • Belton, TX

Lodging in Belton 
When coming to Belton for a visit, there is always the 

question of where to stay overnight. Whether it is for one 
night or an extended stay, there are many options for all 
lifestyles and budgets.

Hotel and motels located in Belton are La Quinta Inn & 
Suites, Expo Inn and Suites, Knights Inn, Budget Host Inn, 
and River Forest Inn. For those wishing for a more intimate 
atmosphere, there are some Bed and Breakfast venues as 
well. Bed and Breakfasts make the perfect place for family 
to stay or as a “stay-cation” and to enjoy where you live 
from a different view. 

Bryn Oaks B & B opened in 2019 and is located in 
the heart of downtown Belton. Featuring four rooms with 
private baths, this historic home offers its guests a refur-
bished, 1800ʼs place to land. Casita Among the Oaks is 
located on Sparta Road near Belton Lake. This venue in-
cludes a jacuzzi tub, a full kitchen and welcomes pets. 

Sometimes you want to “get away” when you are away 
from home. Belton is host to several cottages and cabins, 
many of them located along the shores of Belton Lake, 
providing that perfect, tranquil atmosphere. Lake Belton 
Cottages are located at Arrowhead Point and have a view of 

Belton Lake from their deck. One or two-bedroom cottages 
are available and have rates from nightly to monthly. The 
cottages have full kitchens, a hot tub, and a laundry room 
for guests. Summers Mill is located on the banks of Salado 
Creek in rural Belton, where a historic gristmill still stands 
from the 1800’s. Summers Mill is a retreat and conference 
center with lodging options available from cottages, cab-
ins, lodges, and homes. 

You can find the Ranch Bunkhouse in the rustic coun-
tryside of the south Belton area. This venue is perfect for 
the equestrians and those just wanting to enjoy the peace 
and quiet of the country. Lodging is available for both you 
and your horse. There are horse riding and hiking trails that 
span over 800 acres. Daily continental breakfast is provid-
ed and also includes a full kitchen and washer and dryer. 

Just outside the gates of The Cadence Bank Center is 
Belton R.V. Park. In addition to lots for recreational vehi-
cles, they have lodges available for guests. The lodges are 
available in different sizes with the largest being able to 
sleep six people. They come with kitchenettes, a private 
bathroom, a television, and Wi-Fi. An outdoor swimming 
pool and coin laundry room are also available for guests. 

https://deadfishgrill.com/
https://agents.farmers.com/tx/belton/troy-ashford/
https://www.seebelton.com/stay
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Local Healthcare
Belton is conveniently located be-

tween two large medical centers. Baylor 
Scott & White Medical Center - Temple is 
one of the state's premiere medical centers 
with more than 700 physicians, surgeons 
and specialists involved in service areas 
of allergy/immunology, cardiology, der-
matology, pain management, pediatrics 
(including endocrinology, gastroenterolo-
gy, hematology and neonatology), family 
practice, infectious disease, neurology, 
ophthalmology, industrial medicine, psy-
chiatry, geriatrics, rheumatology, urology, 
obstetrics and gynecology.

Seton Medical Center Harker Heights 
has been growing steadily since construc-
tion began in the spring of 2011, and its 
doors were opened on June 18, 2012. The 
hospital is a joint venture between Plan-
based LHP Hospital Group and the Seton 
Family of Hospitals.

The facility as a whole is 192,400 
square feet and has 83 beds, not includ-
ing the 60,000 square-foot Harker Heights 
Medical Pavilion. The hospital provides 
family practice, internal medicine, cardi-
ology, general surgery, orthopedic surgery, 

neurosurgery, plastic surgery, obstetrics 
and gynecology, gastroenterology, otolar-
yngology, nephrology, neurology, oncol-
ogy, podiatry, rheumatology and urology 
services.

In addition to private practices in the 
area, several hospitals maintain clinics and/ 
or urgent care facilities in Belton.

Hospitals and Urgent Care in the 
area: 

Baylor Scott & White Hospital
2401 S. 31st Street Temple, Texas 

76502 
(800) 792-3710
(254) 724-2111

Baylor Scott & White Clinic-Belton 
1505 N. Main Street 
Belton, Texas 76513

(254) 933-4000

Baylor Scott & White Clinic-Belton 
South 

1001 Arbor Park 
Belton, Texas 76513

(254) 831-2000

McLane Children's Baylor Scott & 
White 

225 Sparta Road
Belton, Texas 76513

(877) 800-5722

Baylor Scott & White Belton Con-
venient Care Clinic

309 Lake Road
Belton, Texas 76513

(254) 933-5600

Wellstone Family Medicine Clinic 
2851 N. Main Street 
Belton, Texas 76513

(254) 939-1844

Premier ER & Urgent Care
7010 W Adams Ave 

Temple, Texas 76502 
(254) 228-1200

Baylor Scott & White McLane 
Children's Medical Center 

1901 S.W. H.K. Dodgen Lp. 
Temple, Texas 76502

(254) 724-5437

https://www.mcguiretire.com/
https://beltonedc.org/community/healthcare
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Cadence Bank Center
The Cadence Bank Cen-

ter, which prior to renaming 
in 2023 was the Bell County 
Expo Center, is Central Tex-
as’ largest and most versatile 
entertainment venue in Bell 
County.

The big, silver dome 
stands out to drivers on In-
terstate 35 and can easily be 
seen from the air by small 
aircraft flying in and out of 
Killeen. 

The County Judge John 
Garth Arena holds 6,000 
seats, and the folding chairs 
on the arena floor raise the 
total 8,500 seats. 

The main Exhibition 
structure is 100,000 square 
feet while the Assembly Hall 
and Special Events room are 
12,000 square feet and 5,000 
square feet respectively. 

The building stands 100 

feet high and is a symbol of 
the unity between Belton, 
Killeen and Temple.

Before its con-
struction, there had 
been several discus-

sions about 
the possibili-
ty of building such a facil-
ity; however, finding the 
right location was not easy 
because of the cost. While 
Temple searched for a lo-
cation that was within Tem-
ple city limits, Killeen pre-
ferred a location near Harker 
Heights. The three cities 
combined resources and 
agreed that the center ought 
to be in Belton, the county 

seat. 
In 1987, about two-

thirds of the inhabi-
tants of Bell County 
assembled in a pas-
ture close to Highway 

190 West, 
about two 

miles south of the court-
house in downtown Belton, 
and they agreed that the site 
was ideal. 

This exposition center 
was the brainchild of then 
Bell County John Garth. 
This project cost $12 million 
and was warmly welcomed 
by the community.

Initially, the Expo Cen-
ter was constructed primar-

ily to host the Bell County 
Youth Fair; however, it has 
been the venue for an assort-
ment of events, including 
concerts, rodeos, conven-
tions, graduations, banquets 
and livestock shows. The an-
nual Jehovah’s Witness Con-
vention is one of the biggest 
conventions at the area and 
brings in between 35,000 to 
40,000 over a six-week pe-
riod.

Handicapped seating 
is methodically positioned, 
and the elevator is at the 
west end of the north con-
course. 

The newly established, 
17,000 square feet Equine/
Livestock Complex on the 
west side of the campus held 
its first event in 2018. Add 

See CADENCE, 
Page 66

https://sunbeltrvandtruck.com/
https://www.cadencebankcenter.com/
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Member FDIC

Business Banking from 
just about anywhere.

TREASURY MANAGEMENT

BUSINESS BANKING

MERCHANT SERVICES

To see how Extraco can help your organization, 
visit extracobanks.com/business.

Want to approve payroll 
from paradise?
Now you can.

Morganʼs Point Resort Cadence -  From Page 63

a 130 foot by 300 foot per-
formance surface, air con-
ditioning, a generous con-
course for vendors with an 
unrestricted view of the are-
na, seating for 800 patrons, 
attached to a 100 foot by 200 
foot warm-up arena with 
stalls and pens, concessions, 
a bar and grill and many ad-
ditional amenities to the Ca-
dence Bank Center’s excel-

lent location, and you have a 
world-class combination.

The Cadence Bank Cen-
ter was constructed with the 
intent of having a positive 
economic impact, as well as 
increasing the quality of life 
for the community. 

To learn about upcom-
ing events, visit www.ca-
dencebankcenter.com or call 
(254) 933-5353.

Staff Report

Morgan’s Point Resort 
(MPR) is booming with multi-
ple new subdivisions opening. 
Many of the homes being built 
are in the $500,000-plus range 
with some lakefront lots selling 
around $300,000. Several of the 
homes built are in the $1 mil-
lion-plus range.

MPR has had between 15-
20 new home construction in the 
past few years. 

MPR started as a retirement 
community but has ended up as 
a mixture of retirees and young, 
up-scale families. There is now a 
large percentage of young fami-
lies in the community. Sidewalks 
will be added through grant 
funds from the four corners to 
Lake Belton High School.

The city is working on up-

dating the Master Plan and is 
halfway through this process. 

MPR has phenomenal po-
lice and fire departments. Fund-
raisers are held year-round for 
both departments. Part of being 
a citizen of MPR is supporting 
public servants. It is not an act; 
the relationship between these 
departments and the community 
is special. A K-9 unit was added 
this year. A grant was awarded 
for new mobile radio units for 
the Police and Fire Departments. 

Additional water storage 
construction is almost complete. 
A new water ground storage 
tank was approved this past year. 
Generators have been added to 
each water tank. 

MPR has some beautiful 
parks along Belton Lake. The 

See RESORT, 
Page 67

https://www.extracobanks.com/
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https://www.cadencebankcenter.com/
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MPR Community Pool sits on a finger 
reaching out into the lake with a spectacu-
lar view unmatched in Bell County. MPRʼs 
Marina has a waiting list of around a year 
long. The docks are state-of-the-art with 
lighting and video cameras. Many of the law 
enforcement and Army Corps of Engineers 
boats use this facility, which includes a dock 
for fuel.

The Garrett and Mic Hill Event Cen-
ter was completely renovated. With a pool 
and the best view of Belton Lake, the event 
center is rented out for a variety of special 
occasions. A screen cover was added to the 
kid pool. 

If you live in this area, you have most 
likely seen a few of the deer that live in and 
around the subdivision of MPR, as walking 
near deer along the wide streets of MPR is a 
common occurrence.

Additionally, MPR has a brush burn-
er and storage bins. City employees return 
and pick up the bins to dispose of the brush. 
Over 170 season passes were issued this 
past year. The MPR pool and Community 

Center have arguably the best view in Bell 
County. 

What makes the MPR community 
unique is the location on the lake and all the 
live oak trees and wildlife. If you think you 
might be living in the woods by purchasing 
a home there, you are correct. Remember, 
all the water meters are automated. The 
community’s rescue boat is a former U.S. 

Coast Guard rescue boat and is equipped to 
handle any weather situation Mother Nature 
throws at it.

During the Christmas celebration, you 
can witness how appreciative residents feel 
toward one another and their community. 
Many of these residents have lived there for 
their entire lives. Texans are friendly folks, 
and MPR has some of the best.

Resort -  From Page 66
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University of Mary Hardin-Baylor
2023 marked the Univer-

sity of Mary Hardin-Baylor’s 
178th anniversary, carrying on 
its tradition as the oldest contin-
uously operating college in the 
state. Enrollment at UMHB for 
the 2023-2024 academic year is 
at nearly 3,600 students from 38 
states and 35 countries. 

UMHB offers bachelor’s 
degrees in more than seventy un-
dergraduate majors, eleven mas-
ter’s degree programs, and two 
doctoral degrees. New programs 
include bachelor’s degrees in 
bioinformatics, cybersecurity, 
educational advocacy, informa-
tion systems, neuroscience, and 

religion and public life. Over 
90% of UMHB students receive 
some form of financial aid, and 
the university awarded more 
than $50 million in grants and 
scholarships last year.

UMHB recently partnered 
with the Anne Burnett Marion 
School of Medicine at Texas 

Christian University. This col-
laborative initiative allows med-
ical students to earn a Master 
of Public Health (MPH) degree 
from UMHB while completing 
their Doctor of Medicine (MD) 
degree requirements. In addi-

See UMHB, 
Page 73
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https://www.umhb.edu/students/home
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tion, the university signed a letter of intent 
with the Johanniter Academy of Germany 
for a three-year international student ex-
change program. Approximately six UMHB 
students from nursing, teacher education, 
and social work will be included in the first-
year cohort through this exchange program.

The Marek-Smith Center for Teach-
er Preparation, a groundbreaking training 
facility to prepare general and special edu-
cation majors, is expected to open in spring 
2024.  Innovative spaces will incorporate 
immersive, multisensory, and interactive 

equipment to enhance the overall learning 
experience. 

The University of Mary Hardin-Baylor 
competes in the American Southwest Con-
ference of NCAA Division III, offering 16 
sports. The Cru has won more than 60 con-
ference championships since beginning in-
tercollegiate athletics in 1979. 

A welcoming, student-centered ap-
proach with a high standard of excellence 
continuously defines the core UMHB ex-
perience. Propelled by an unapologetically 
Christian commitment, the university is 

dedicated to helping students deepen their 
faith and integrate Christian perspectives 
into every dimension of life. Since it was 
founded in 1845, the University of Mary 
Hardin-Baylor (UMHB) prepares students 
for lives of leadership, service, and faith-in-
formed discernment in a global society. 
Academic excellence, personal attention, 
broad-based scholarship, and a Baptist vi-
sion for education have distinguished this 
Christ-centered learning community for 
more than 178 years.

UMHB -  From Page 71
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University of Mary Hardin-Baylor’s SPORTS
The University of Mary 

Hardin-Baylor (UMHB) is na-
tionally recognized for its ex-
cellent academic and athletic 
programs. The Crusaders have 
achieved national success in 
recent years, making them one 
of the most recognized Divi-
sion III athletic programs in 
the nation.

The Mary Hardin-Bay-
lor football team reached the 
NCAA Division III Football 
Semifinals for the eighth time 
in program history. UMHB 
completed its 26th season of 
football this year. The program 
boasts two national titles, five 
NCAA semifinal finishes, 18 
NCAA postseason runs and an 
overall record of 249-45. 

The University also re-
named the football field at 
Crusader Stadium ‘Freden-
burg Field’ in honor of former 

head coach Pete Fredenburg. 
Fredenburg started the pro-
gram in 1998 and led the Cru 
for 24 years as head coach. He 
amassed 231 wins in his career 
with 17 conference titles and 
two national championships. 
UMHB dedicated Fredenburg 
Field in a special ceremony 
on Saturday, September 17th, 

2022. 
The Mary Hardin-Baylor 

soccer teams also achieved 
success this season as both 
won their respective American 
Southwest Conference regu-
lar-season titles. The UMHB 
men finished the 2022 season 
at 9-5-2, winning the pro-
gram’s third consecutive regu-

lar-season championship.  
UMHB Women’s Soc-

cer, led by alum Barry El-
kins, earned a 16-1-2 record 
during their 2023 campaign. 
The UMHB Women won 
their second consecutive regu-
lar-season title and named two 

See UMHB SPORTS, 
Page 76

www.gracegallery.art
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all-Americans in Kelsey White 
(United Soccer Coaches, CSC 
Academic) and Maren Fields 
(CSC Academic). 

The UMHB Soccer teams 
share the newly-built Soccer 
and Tennis Field House with 
the Cru tennis teams. The facil-
ity features team locker rooms 
for all four sports with an on-
site laundry room and training 
room. The building also hous-
es visitor locker rooms and a 
meeting room. 

UMHB Volleyball and 
Cross Country also compet-
ed in the fall of 2023. The 
UMHB volleyball team also 
won the regular-season title 
with an overall record of 27-2 
in 2023. They advanced to the 
ASC Tournament and end-
ed their season at 17-8. The 
team named six athletes to the 
all-conference squads while 

Hannah Frasca was an AVCA 
All-Region selection.  

The Cru cross country 
teams competed at the ASC 
Championships as the women 
finished the meet as the run-
ners-up. The team also quali-
fied for the NCAA postseason, 
making an appearance at the 
NCAA regionals. 

UMHB Men’s Basketball 

went 23-6 during the 2022-
23 season, hosting the NCAA 
First and Second Rounds. The 
Cru advanced to the quarterfi-
nals of the 2023 NCAA Divi-
sion III Championships, tying 
the record for the second-lon-
gest postseason run in program 
history. The Cru also named 
several athletes to conference 
and regional teams while Jo-

siah Johnson was a two-time 
All-America selection. 

Cru Women’s Basketball 
ended their 2022-23 cam-
paign with an overall record 
of 19-8. The UMHB Women 
also named several athletes 
to the all-conference and 
all-region teams with Arieona 

UMHB-SPORTS -  From Page 74
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Rosborough earning her first 
All-America award. 

Both basketball teams are 
in action this season with the 
UMHB women holding a top 
spot in the ASC Standings.  

UMHB Beach Volley-
ball competed in its second 
consecutive season, finishing 
at 15-12 with a 15-8 record 
against in-Division opponents. 
The Cru also went 2-2 at the 
NCAA Division III National 
Championships in Florida. 

Acrobatics & Tumbling 
saw its more historic season 
to date with an overall record 
of 10-1. The team set multiple 
school records en route to an 
NCATA Division III Tourna-
ment Championship. UMHB 
also qualified for an event fi-
nal at the NCATA National 
Championships, competing 
in Six Element Acro. Katelyn 
Kolodziejczyk, Morgan Webb 

and Jenna Hall also swept the 
national NCATA Division III 
awards. 

UMHB’s Softball team 

also saw an historic season, 
winning the program’s first 
regular-season championship 
and hosting both the ASC 

Championship Tournament 
and an NCAA Regional. The 
Cru went 35-14 last season, 
advancing to the champion-
ship in both the ASC tourna-
ment and the NCAA Regional. 
Grason Long was also named 
NFCA Third Team and Aca-
demic All-America. 

UMHB Baseball also 
competed last season and 
looks to build a strong 2024 
campaign with Mike Stawski’s 
first recruiting class competing 
as seniors. The Cru earned 14 
wins last season with a pair of 
wins over Top 25 teams. 

Men’s and Women’s Golf 
were also successful last sea-
son. The UMHB Men finished 
third in their ASC Champi-
onship tournament. Sarah 
Kmiecik also represented the 
women’s team at the NCAA 
Championship Tournament 
with an individual bid.

UMHB-SPORTS -  From Page 76
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Central Texas Christian School 
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With a motto of “Teaching 
Truth That Transforms,” Central 
Texas Christian School (CTCS) 
strives to represent more than 
a private, interdenominational 
school. Rather, it is the faculty’s 
mission “To educate students 
with the transforming truth of 
Christ, inspiring academic ex-
cellence, Godly character, and 
integrity in life pursuits.” In 
order to accomplish this goal, 
CTCS offers in addition to a 
strong academic program, Bible 
classes, leadership training and 

ministry opportunities. Students 
are required to attend Wednes-
day chapel every week in addi-
tion to the core curriculum.

To promote unity in aca-
demic and spiritual areas, CTCS 
requires that at least one parent 

of enrolling families be a pro-
fessed Christian. Approximate-
ly 30 churches are represented 
in the hallways of the private 
school; therefore, this faith 
statement serves as a connec-
tion between the school and its 
administration, the students and 

their belief that Jesus Christ is 
the son of God. This ideal is rep-
resented by the school mascot, 
the Lion, which is a symbol of 
The King.

A total of 467 students in 
grades PK-3 to 12th were en-

rolled at CTCS for the 2022-
2023 school year along with 
more than 70 faculty and staff. 
All grades are on the same cam-
pus, allowing them to create 
programs bridging the various 
grade levels.  

A 100 percent graduation 

rate speaks to the ability of 
CTCS to not only be academi-
cally competitive with the area 
public schools, but to also place 
Jesus Christ at the forefront of 
their education. Because of this, 
mission trips, retreats and ser-
vice opportunities are woven 
into the middle and high school 
curriculum for the purpose of 
promoting class unity, spiritual 
growth, discipleship, leadership 

See CTCS, 
Page 82
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Bell County Sheriff’s Department
Staff Report

   The Bell County 
Sheriff’s Department is 
far from the rough rid-
ing, cowboy hat wearing 
and lasso-handling peo-
ple expect Texas Sheriffs 
to be. While they could 
probably do all of that 
and more, the Sheriff’s 
responsibilities include 
everything from patrol, 
investigations, civil and 
criminal process, jail 
management and court 
service.

   Though Sheriffs 
may not be like they 
appear in old western 
movies, they certainly 
are not less effective or 
cool. The Bell County 
Sheriff’s Department 
are highly trained tech-
nologically, mentally, 
physically and know 

the law back and forth. 
People look up to the 
Sheriff’s Department as 
law enforcers, and the 
Sheriff’s Department 
takes pride and provides 
the best service possible 
for the citizens of Bell 
County, from warrants 
to civil issues. 

   The Civil section 
of the Bell County Sher-
iff’s Department is re-
sponsible for serving all 
the civil process papers 
issued from the Attorney 
General’s Office, Coun-
ty and District Offices, 

private law firms and 
people who may request 
services. This includes 
the serving of Subpoe-
nas Sequestrations, 
Order of Sales, Writ of 
Possessions, Forcible 
Detainers, Protective 
Orders, Injunctions and 
other services of pro-
cess.

   The Warrant sec-
tion of the Bell County 
Sheriff’s Office, how-
ever, deals more with 
criminals because they 
are responsible for all 
felony and misdemeanor 

warrants issued in Bell 
County that are filed 
with the Sheriff’s De-
partment. Not only can 
the Sheriff’s Department 
serve warrants and write 
them, but they can also 
log, maintain, update 
and recall the warrants in 
Bell County, be it a mis-
demeanor or felonious. 

   The Bell County 
Sheriff’s Department 
also maintains an Ani-
mal Control Division. 
The office is responsi-
ble for handling all do-
mesticated animal calls, 

which include care, 
treatment and transpor-
tation of animals. When 
needed, the Sheriff’s 
Department can issue 
citations for statutory 
violations, trapping ani-
mals, rabies quarantines 
and euthanizing animals, 
as it may be in the best 
interest of the safety of 
the community. They 
also work with animal 
adoption agencies to find 
homes for pets and want 
to better the lives of the 
animals and people of 
Bell County. They are 
also responsible for Zoo-
nosis control and guide-
lines, which detail how 
to handle a situation with 
a dangerous wild animal 
and the caging require-
ments and standards for 
such animals that may 
be dangerous.

TO REPORT A CRIME:
ALL EMERGENCIES  call 911

 Report a NON-Emergency Crime	  254-933-5412
 Administration	  254-933-5410
Civil Process	  254-933-5426
Criminal Investigations	  254-933-5435
Crisis Response Division	  254-933-5412
Human Resources, Backgrounds, Recruitment	  254-933-6753
Jail Information	  254-933-5400
Records	  254-933-5420
Warrants	  254-933-5431

https://m.facebook.com/people/Gilded-Holster/100086148188034/
https://www.bellcountytx.com/county_government/sheriff/
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development and an exposure to 
missions and servanthood.

“These are very important 
to the culture of our school,” 
Russell said. “In order to trans-
form somebody, you have to be 
involved in it, so we’re trying to 
really give them the opportunity 
to practice what we’re preach-
ing.”

CTCS also hosts a school-
wide mission day, wherein all 
students and faculty take a half-
day to visit and volunteer at lo-
cal organizations. 

In addition to these service 
opportunities, each grade level 
is assigned a different organi-
zation to serve throughout the 
school year. Over the last three 
years, our students donated over 
$26,000 to the Food for Family 
food drive.

Class sizes are smaller 
at CTCS, contributing to the 
strong student-teacher relation-
ships that provide both parties 
with ample opportunities for 
success: approximately 16 stu-

dents are assigned a classroom 
for elementary school, 22 stu-
dents per class for middle and 
high schoolers, and a maximum 
of 12 students in Pre-K.

Advanced Placement (AP) 
and dual credit courses are of-
fered to high school students, 
and CTCS has attained a dual 
accreditation through the As-
sociation of Christian Schools 
International (ACSI) and COG-
NIA.

Supplementing bench-
marks throughout the year, 
the Iowa Test is used for stan-
dardized testing through eighth 
grade, and the PSAT and SAT 
are used for ninth through 12th 
graders.

Extracurricular opportuni-
ties and a selection of electives 
establish well-rounded, ser-
vice-minded individuals. Fine 
Arts and elective courses, such 
as art, band, choir, photojournal-
ism, technology and theatre are 
incorporated into the students’ 
schedules, which adds up to 

eight classes per day for mid-
dle and high schoolers, and el-
ementary students are placed in 
self-contained classes. A variety 
of programs are made available 
to CTCS students outside of the 
classroom, such as Fellowship 
of Christian Athletes, Praise 
Band, the aforementioned re-
treat and mission programs, 
Student Ambassador Leader-
ship Team, Student Leadership 
University and Student Council.

The school started its high 
school STEM Club in the 2016-
2017 school year, followed by 
the middle school STEM Club 
the following year, 2017-2018. 
The high school students have 
been awarded 100 top 10 fin-
ishes in state across five years 
of competitions. Thirty of those 
entries were awarded best in 
state. In any given year, three 
students up to as many as 17 
students have competed across 
40 categories. In 2021, CTCS 
HS was awarded 3rd place in 
state among small schools.

The middle school STEM 
club students have been award-
ed 63 top 10 finishes in state four 
years of competitions, with 33 
of those entries – more than half 
– being awarded best in state. In 
any given year, a total of six to 
14 students compete across 28 
categories. In 2018, one team 
competed nationally in Forensic 
Technology. In 2019 and 2021, 
teams qualified for Nationals in 
Forensic Technology. In both 
2018 and 2021, CTCS MS 
was awarded 2nd place in state 
among small schools.

As a private institution, 
CTCS does charge annual tui-
tion rates and enrollment fees, 
but offers financial assistance 
for qualifying families. Each 
spring a public Open House is 
offered for current transitioning 
students, as well as those fami-
lies interested in learning more 
about CTCS.For more informa-
tion on CTCS, visit their web-
site at https://www.ctcslions.
com.

CTCS -  From Page 80

https://www.discovertemple.com/listing/rylanders-best-hamburgers/203/
https://ctcslions.com/
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254-939-3010254-939-3010
2170-B NORTH MAIN, BELTON2170-B NORTH MAIN, BELTON

• Chicken Fried Steak• Chicken Fried Steak
• Fried Catfish • Salads• Fried Catfish • Salads

• Steaks • Burgers• Steaks • Burgers 
• Grilled Chicken• Grilled Chicken

• Grilled and Fried Shrimp• Grilled and Fried Shrimp

Clembbq.comClembbq.com

BAR-B-QBAR-B-Q 
and a whole lot more!and a whole lot more!

Breakfast ServedBreakfast Served
 Daily 8-11 Daily 8-11

Kimberlee Helka

Each office is independently 
owned & operated. 

www.gentivahs.com         
Gentiva is a family of personal care, pallative and hospice providers. We care for people regardless of age, race, color, national origin, religion, sex, 

disability, being a qualified disabled veteran, or any other category protected by law, or decisions regarding advance directives.       2022 Gentiva 2200037

https://clembbq.com/
https://www.remax.com/real-estate-agents/kimberlee-helka-temple-tx/102065956
www.gentivahs.com
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https://www.waterstreetwafflecompany.com/
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creeksidecigarlounge.com
https://www.edwardjones.com/us-en
https://www.facebook.com/ASeniorRelocate
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www.level3belton.com
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www.level3belton.com
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254.774.6500
800.460.3728

DONRINGLERTOYOTA.COM  |  DONRINGLERCHEVROLET.COM

EXIT 294B OFF I-35 BETWEEN BELTON AND TEMPLE

SERVING
CENTRAL TEXAS

SINCE 1979

https://www.donringler.com/
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