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Lake top of district with win

We Proudly Support our BISD teams!

Large Enough to Handle Diverse 
Needs, Small Enough to Care. 
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alton@adtcpa.com             300 E Avenue C  -  Belton

PHOTO CREDIT MIKE MYERSPHOTO CREDIT MIKE MYERS

By ARIES RAMOS
The Belton Journal 

The Lake Belton Broncos hosted the 
Cedar Park Timberwolves in a district 
matchup. The game came down to the wire 
as a first-place battle ensued in Belton. 

The game started with the Broncos’ 
defense hitting the field first. The Broncos 
had cold feet to start, allowing the 
Timberwolves to gain a first down after 
getting set back with a 3rd and 9. However, 
the Broncos stood firm and forced a punt, 
returning the ball with just over 11 minutes 
left. 

The Broncos’ first drive started off on 
the wrong foot, with Lake Belton getting 
backed up into their own 15-yard line. 
With the ball on their own 11, the Broncos’ 
Maverik Maddux found Davion Peters on a 
15-yard pass that allowed them to get out of 
their own red zone. The Broncos mounted 

a great drive across the 50 thanks to a post 
route by Peters, setting them up on the 48-
yard line. 

With momentum on their side, Lake 
Belton looked to Zion Harness for a rush 
that featured a couple of broken tackles on 
his way to a 15-yard gain. The very next 
play, Harness was found wide open on a 
backside post by Eli Mascarenas, giving 
the Broncos a 7-0 lead with 5:50 left in the 
quarter. 

The Broncos’ defense was looking for 
another punt from the Timberwolves as 
they headed back on the field. Lake Belton 
Jeremiah Basttreall found his way into the 
backfield on 2nd down, getting pressure 
that led to an incomplete pass. 

However, the Timberwolves found 
their footing and got inside the Broncos 
‘ 20-yard line thanks to an out route. A 
couple of plays later, Cedar Park’s Noah 

See BRONCOS, 
Page 3
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Broncos  -  From Page 2
Wallace broke loose on a screen and trotted 
into the endzone, tying the game at 7-7 
with 2:05 left in the 1st. 

The Broncos’ second drive was a long 
and sustained 75-yard drive. The Broncos 
prospered off a huge play thanks to a post 
route from Maddux to Zach Dodd that went 
for 31 yards. The Broncos took advantage 
of the big play and momentum and ran 
another post, this time from the slot. 
Maddux found Davion Peters streaking 
over the middle for another Lake Belton 
touchdown. The score set the Broncos up 
with a 14-7 lead with 10:36 left in the half. 

The Cedar Park offense stepped back 
onto the field, looking to get another 
score and even the game up. Lake Belton 
Josh Mallard had other plays for the 
Timberwolves. Cedar Park threw a screen, 
and Mallard flew in from his safety 
position, tackling Cedar Park wide out 
before he could even get going. The tackle 
for loss set the Timberwolves up with a 

2nd and 16. However, the Timberwolves 
bounced right back as their quarterback, 
David Cooper, found Jamal Porter for an 
80-yard streak down the middle of the 
field. The touchdown tied the game at 14, 
all with 8:32 left in the half. 

The ensuing kickoff saw Lake Belton’s 
Zion Harness find a seam and streak down 
the sideline with his eyes on a kick return 
touchdown. However, the Cedar Park 
kicker was able to trip him up after he set 
his team up near the Timberwolves ‘ 30-
yard line. Harness’ return was 60 yards in 
all. The Broncos’ offense took advantage of 
the short field and drove the 33 yards for 
their 3rd touchdown in 3 drives. A Davion 
Peters run out of the wildcat capped off 
the drive. Peters looked to be going down 
around the 2-yard line. However, he was 
able to break the tackle and find pay dirt 
on his 6-yard rushing touchdown. The 
score gave the Broncos a 21-14 lead with 7 
minutes left in the half. 

However, the Timberwolves would 
not be pushed around so easily. Cedar 
Park drove down the field and quickly 
found itself in Broncos’ territory thanks 
to a long catch facilitated by the Broncos’ 
lack of pressure on the defensive line. 
After a penalty on the Broncos moved the 
Timberwolves down to the 11-yard line, 
Cedar Park hit pay dirt on a quarterback 
keeper, tying the game at 21-21 heading 
into the halftime break. 

Both teams’ second half was a 
defensive showcase. Despite the combined 
six touchdowns in the first half, neither Lake 
Belton nor Cedar Park could get anything 
going offensively after the halftime break. 

It was not until there were 9 minutes 
left in the fourth quarter that one of the 
teams finally broke the tie. Lake Belton 
found Peters on a deep post that set them up 
with a first and goal. Eli Mascarenas would 
cap off the drive with a 6-yard quarterback 
keeper, giving his team a 28-21 lead with 

just under 9 minutes to play in the game. 
Cedar Park’s ensuing drive was fast, 

and they quickly found themselves in the 
red zone. However, a penalty on 3rd and 
goal whipped out a touchdown run. Staring 
at a 4th and goal, the Timberwolves made 
their last stand to win the game. However, 
they came up short, turning the ball over. 

With the turnover, the Broncos won 
the game 28-21, taking the first-place spot 
in the district, something head coach Brian 
Cope was proud of. 

“I want the team to enjoy this win 
tonight. I’m proud of them and how they 
played down the stretch. Cedar Parks is a 
team that does not lose too many games, 
and for us, this might have been the best 
win in school history.”

The win puts the Broncos at 4-1 in the 
district and 7-2 in the year. The Broncos 
will enjoy the win but will get back to work 
next week as they prepare to face a talented 
Georgetown team in another district clash. 
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RISE UP!        RISE UP!   RISE UP!         RISE UP!

GO BIG RED!           GO BIG RED!         GO BIG RED!
We Support 

BISD Athletics!
Celebrating over 36 Years in Bell County 

www.allcountysurveying.com

Temple: 254.778.2272
4330 S 5th St. Temple, TX 76502
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Lake Belton Broncos Lake Belton Broncos 
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FAMILY OWNED & FAMILY OWNED & 
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1010 S MAIN ST.    (254) 939-51321010 S MAIN ST.    (254) 939-5132
Normanbuildingmaterials.comNormanbuildingmaterials.com

WE MAKE SURE YOU  EXPERIENCE WE MAKE SURE YOU  EXPERIENCE 
THE BEST &  FASTEST SERVICE. THE BEST &  FASTEST SERVICE. 

WE SUPPORT WE SUPPORT 
BISD ATHLETICS,BISD ATHLETICS,

GOOD LUCK!GOOD LUCK!
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IT’S ALWAYS
Smile SeaSon

207 WeStfield Blvd. • Temple, TX 76502 • 254.899.2500 • WeSttempleorthodonticS.com

PROUD SUPPORTER OF BELTON AND LAKE BELTON FOOTBALL

LARRISSA CALI, DMD, MSD
BOARD CERTIFIED
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RISE UP!   GO BIG RED!  RISE UP!RISE UP!   GO BIG RED!  RISE UP!

Monday - Friday: 8am - 5 pm  254-727-4061Monday - Friday: 8am - 5 pm  254-727-4061
Saturday: 9am -3pm  info@floorcopremium.comSaturday: 9am -3pm  info@floorcopremium.com

5812 S. General Bruce Dr., Temple, TX 765025812 S. General Bruce Dr., Temple, TX 76502
1600 Woodway Dr. Woodway, TX 767121600 Woodway Dr. Woodway, TX 76712
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Good Luck Good Luck 
This Season!!!This Season!!!

GO BIG RED!GO BIG RED! RISE UP!RISE UP! EXTRACO BANKS WISHES THE
 BELTON TIGERS & LAKE BELTON BRONCOS

A SAFE & WINNING SEASON.

Member FDIC

ALWAYS ON YOUR

TEAM.

To find a consumer, business or premier 
product that fits your unique needs, 
visit extracobanks.com.
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Designers & Manufacturers
of Quality Library Furniture

HOMETOWN NEIGHBORS

805 E. 4th Ave. • Belton • 939-5742 • 1-800-692-4256
Classroom, Auditorium, Library & Science Furniture

Classroom, Auditorium
Library and Science

Furniture

Supporting the
Belton Tigers & the Lake 

Belton Broncos

Belton Tigers Belton Tigers 
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By Clay Whittington
The Belton Journal

The Tigers’ playoff hopes are still 
alive. 

Following three consecutive 
postseason berths highlighted by back-
to-back district titles, Belton was on the 
verge of being eliminated from playoff 
contention Friday at Bryan, but the 
Tigers refused to lose.

Belton stunned Rudder 38-34 on 

homecoming, earning its first win of the 
year and potentially propelling itself 
back into the postseason. 

Coupled with the night’s other 
outcomes from across District 10-5A, 
Division II, an insurmountable gap was 
avoided between the Tigers and fourth 
place in the standings. 

Defeating Ellison in a clash 
of championship favorites, No. 

See TIGERS, 
Page 14

Tigers still in 
Playoff hunt
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GOOD LUCKGOOD LUCK

GOOD LUCK

10 Brenham (7-1, 3-0) sits atop the field with an 
undefeated record, leaving the Eagles (4-4, 2-1) tied 
for second place with Waco University. The Trojans 
(6-2, 2-1) defeated Waco 50-3.

The win ties Belton (1-7, 1-2) and the Rangers 
(7-1, 2-1) for fourth place, while the Lions (2-6, 0-3) 
follow.

It took a late score to secure the win, but early 
on, it appeared the Tigers were poised to easily hand 
Rudder its second consecutive loss.

On the heels of suffering their first loss of the 
season in a 31-10 defeat at Brenham last week, the 
Rangers started slowly, falling into a double-digit 
deficit. 

The Tigers’ defense forced a three-and-out on the 
game’s opening drive and senior Kegan Sherwood  
blocked Rudder’s punt attempt, setting up a one-yard 
touchdown from sophomore quarterback Will Shepard 
on the ensuing snap.

Belton’s lead was erased on the following 
possession as Rudder capped off a 13-play drive with a 
17-yard scoring pass from quarterback Javyn Jessie to 

Jaquise Martin with 5 minutes, 20 seconds remaining 
in the first quarter. 

Then, the Tigers converted a fourth-and-1 en 
route to junior running back Gino Zecca’s five-yard 
run into the end zone, and after the Rangers punted 
away the next possession, Shepard ran for a 30-yard 
touchdown, giving Belton a 21-7 advantage that held 
into the second quarter. 

But before halftime arrived, Rudder was in control.
Thanks in part to a pair of fourth-down conversions, 

the Rangers responded with a 22-yard touchdown from 
Jessie to Martin, but the snap on the extra point was 
bobbled, allowing Tigers sophomore Azian Wilkinson 
to scoop up the ball and return it for a safety. 

Belton’s next two possessions resulted in lost 
fumbles, and Rudder capitalized with touchdowns each 
time – a 10-yard run from Jessie and a 30-yard pass 
from Jessie to Morrison – adding a 2-point conversion 
onto the second, and the Rangers took a 28-23 lead 
into halftime. 

After swapping four fruitless possessions to start 
the third period, the Tigers reclaimed a 31-28 lead on 

Shepard’s two-yard touchdown pass to Collin Taylor, 
a senior, and Shepard’s ensuing 2-point conversion run 
with 63 seconds remaining in the quarter. 

As time expired in the period, though, Jessie 
recorded a 53-yard pass to Martin, and the Rangers 
held a three-point lead, 34-31, to open the game’s 
last 12 minutes following a failed 2-point conversion 
attempt.

The Rangers’ next drive ended with Belton senior 
defensive lineman Damien Tiumalu blocking a punt, 
and with 6:42 remaining in regulation, Shepard found 
junior receiver Achilles Palomares for a seven-yard 
touchdown to tally the contest’s final points.

Rudder’s turnover on downs minutes later then 
allowed the Tigers to run out the clock and celebrate 
their first victory.

Now, the Tigers turn their attention toward their 
final two games of the season. 

Belton can improve its playoff chances Friday 
with a win at Waco in its last road game against the 
host Lions before welcoming the Cubs on Nov. 7 to 
conclude the regular season.

Tigers -  From Page 13
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Exceptional Financial Knowledge – Uncompromising Service
The path towards financial stability may seem daunting. 
From an ever-changing tax code to the enormous amount 

of conflicting information and misinformation found 
on the web, finding the right partner to guide you, your 
family or your business is essential. We believe it is the 

diversity of our team’s interests and specialties within the 
practice of accounting that makes us a unique resource in 

the communities we serve.

Go 
BiG Red
Smith Brothers Drive-In

Tiger Car Wash & Speed Wash
921 E. 6th • Belton • 939-24712101 W. AVENUE M • TEMPLE, TEXAS 76504

STAAS PLUMBING COMPANY, INC.
REPUTATION BUILT ON SERVICE

KEN STAAS
778-2575

M-12173
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1100 E. 6th Ave.1100 E. 6th Ave. |  | 254-939-0343254-939-0343 |  | Tannerroofing.comTannerroofing.com

We Support We Support 
BISD Athletics, BISD Athletics, 

GOOD LUCK!GOOD LUCK!
ONLY OWENS CORNING PLATINUM PREFERRED
CONTRACTOR IN TOWN

Serving all areas within 60 miles of Belton

Free estimates and discounts for active 

      Military and veterans

Fully licensed and insured

Work with all insurance companies

RELY ON US FOR HOME ROOFING REPAIR & GET
YOUR ROOF FIXED QUICKLY! 

Family-owned and operated for generations

 WON THE 2024 GOLD SAFETY AWARD FROM HIGHWIRE

1100 E. 6th Ave. 
Belton, TX 76513
TANNERROOFING.COM

(254) 939-0343


